
     Jesus commissioned His disciples saying, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age (English Standard Version, Matt.28.18-20, italics mine).” And so, from where they were, the 
disciples went, Jesus all the time working with them. Now backup about 600 years. We see God pointing to the 
same thing, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Isaiah responded to God's question with an emphatic, 
“Here am I! Send me (Is.6.8).” So, today, where are we? Well, we are in the same place as the disciples and 
Isaiah both were, over and over again; we are here. “Here” has different meanings for different people, 
depending on where here is. It might be in the US, maybe Africa, or perhaps in a submarine at the bottom of the 
ocean. It might be on campus, in the office, or at home. It might not even be geographical. Maybe here is where 
we are spiritually, emotionally, mentally, physically, or as our friend Jack Sparrow from Pirates of the Caribbean 
would say, “Grammatically.” Here can be anywhere, but wherever it is, it's where we are. And it's from this place 
that God wants to send us out and teach us to follow Him. 

     Maybe you're like me, and right now your “here” is on a college campus. Mine is KU. From the start I knew 
God wanted me to go to KU, and He showed me that He had a big plan for my campus; I was so excited, I 
wanted to be a part of that! I knew that being a “missionary” did not mean I had to go to Bible school or live in 
some jungle on the other side of the world. There were so many students here, on my campus, in my own 
backyard, who needed to know Jesus. However, I also knew that God wanted me to use my business degree that 
I was pursuing, to join Him in reaching people in other nations. Nations where He had not yet been named, in 
places often hard to get to, on the other side of the world; nations kinda like China. I responded, “YES! 
PLEASE! I WANT TO GO LORD...NOW!” I was anxious to “ really go.” But only one problem, I was still in 
school. I could follow God on campus and get my degree, and then follow God in the nations. Or, I could quit 
school and go follow God in the nations, but I knew that wasn't His plan for me. So I said, “God, I know you 
want me to go to China soon, but You gotta show me how.”  

     Shortly after that prayer, I saw an advertisement in the Business School at KU for a scholarship to study 
abroad in Beijing, China. After praying about it, I felt confident that God wanted me to apply. I applied for 
several scholarships at KU: the Business School's scholarship, the Office of Study Abroad's scholarship, and a 
government scholarship called the “Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship”, for Pell Grant recipients. 
When God had said go, and showed me the how, I knew He was serious. I was going, but I had no money; I 
really needed those scholarships. I texted almost everyone in my phone book asking people to pray. Pray we all 
did, and at the end of it, God had answered with over $12,000 in scholarships, a 6-month (instead of a 3-month) 
visa, and a Chinese Christian host family abroad (the latter two my coordinators at KU didn't think were 
possibilities). I even had leftovers! God had provided so bountifully that, after studying one semester in Beijing, 
I was able to join friends in western China and Pakistan visiting, sharing, and learning about all God was doing 
there, as well as spend some fun time playing with my family. We were blessed with wonderful opportunities and 
formed some great new relationships. It was a fruitful experience. 

     I see now that being in school and fulfilling the “Great Commission” can go hand-in-hand. God is on the 
move and He is good at moving us if we let Him, even if we're stubborn at first. God has each of us where we 
are for “such a time as this.” Our “here” is perfect for what He wants to do! Let's look around and make the most 
of the opportunities that He's placed right in front of us, and channel those resources for His glory. Let's listen to 
Him; listen to what He's saying wherever we are and just be willing to go with Him, and He'll take us, wherever 
He wants us to go.  
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