
BIBLICAL FAMILY
This track addresses a variety of biblical aspects of family, 
home, and school. Many of these workshops are presented by 
our featured speakers.

HOW TO TEACH
Topics in this track range from getting started tips and daily 
organization to academic subjects and specifics for challeng-
ing gifted learners. Learn about various curriculums and 
philosophies in this track.

MIDDLE SCHOOL, HIGH SCHOOL & BEYOND
When preschoolers and elementary kiddos shift into upper 
grades and careers, homeschooling looks different. Come 
learn how to continue reaping the blessings of home educa-
tion as your students mature into upper grades and pursue 
God’s calling.

COMPASS
Find direction for your family through workshops focusing on 
a variety of topics such as homeschooling as a single parent, 
personality styles, generating a following through social 
media, and keeping your family safe online. 

STRUGGLING LEARNERS
Each year MPE’s Struggling Learners coordinator invites ex-
perts in this field to help us help our students learn. Whether 
your child struggles with dyslexia, autism, or the unique 
needs of gifted learners, you will be encouraged!

HOMESCHOOLING LOOKS DIFFERENT FOR EACH AND EVERY FAMILY
WORKSHOP TRACKS OFFER SESSIONS TAILORED TO YOUR FAMILY’S UNIQUE NEEDS.
Every workshop has been assigned to a specific track, but please don’t rely too heavily on track names. Read each 
workshop description so you know what to expect in these tracks:

WORKSHOP
TRACKS



Battle for Our Sons
Hal & Melanie Young

RaisingRealMen.com
Ambassador Room

How do you teach a young man to keep his way pure 
when the red-light district is riding around in his shirt 
pocket – or his friend’s? How can you help a boy think 
about the future when all he wants to do is game all day? 
Media addiction and porn are derailing young men at a 
rate that is hard to even believe. Learn how to teach your 
sons a healthy, biblical attitude toward entertainment and 
sexuality. Prepare them to make it a matter of honor to 
practice self-control, do what’s right, and have healthy re-
lationships with girls. Get them in the fight because there 
are no bystanders in this battle, and we don’t want our 
sons to lose. The stakes are too high. See bio on page 10.

From the Womb to the World:
Envisioning How Growth & 
Development Affect Learning

Dawn Miller
Missouri Room

Your new blessing has arrived! Finally, after all those 
months of waiting and wondering; hoping and praying.  
Now what? Can you envision your child growing and 
changing into the person he/she was created to become? 
From the Womb to the World is a brief message about 
how normal development occurs and how we, as parents, 
can help our children experience life through movement 
and sensory input in ways that can help them become the 
adults we envisioned. We will also discuss how develop-
mental milestones can be altered or affected by the lack 
of environmental and movement experiences and how 
that can have an effect on learning. Find out what you 
can do to have a positive growth and development impact 
on your child’s learning from the time they begin to move 
in the womb until they move out on their own, fulfilling 
God’s vision for their lives.

Dawn graduated from the University of Kansas with a Bachelor 
of Science in Occupational Therapy in 1986. She is also a 20-
year veteran of homeschooling and previously taught Biology 
and Advanced Biology for twelve years at various homeschool 
co-ops. She is currently practicing OT at PossAbilities Children’s 
Therapy Group in the KC area. Dawn lives in Gardner, Kansas, 
with her husband and youngest son, Dallas, who attends JCCC. 
She has three other adult sons who live in Kansas and Nevada.

Proper Care & Feeding of the 
Artistic Child 

Damon Evans
Film School for Teens

Salon C

Do you have a creative child? Do you worry about his or 
her future? Do you feel ill-equipped to guide your bud-
ding artist? Filmmaker Damon Evans shares fascinating 
discoveries about creative kids and how the arts prepare 
students to be successful adults. You will learn how to 
nurture artistic gifts in your children and help develop a 
Christ-centered vision for expressing them.

Damon Evans is a faith-based filmmaker and has spent his 
25+ year career creating documentaries, TV commercials, 
and narrative films. His work has taken him to over 40 coun-
tries promoting third world development and missions work. 
As a father of four, he began creating short films as a way to 
entertain his kids, which led to the creation of Cabin Fever 
Films, a production company specializing in entertaining, 
faith-based films. After years teaching film to youth, he was 
compelled to create Film School for Teens in order to expose 
young people to the art of filmmaking and enable them to 
use the technology they already have to inspire, entertain, 
and share a biblical worldview through film.

Defending Homeschooling During 
Times of Tragedy

Scott Woodruff
Home School Legal Defense Association

Salon F

Do the media and your friends claim homeschool laws let 
parents abuse their kids? When a criminal does terrible 
things to his homeschooled child, you can count on the 
media to say the real problem is “loose homeschool laws.”  
This session will provide a common sense, compassionate 
answer to the media’s emotional and poorly grounded 
claims and equip you to defend homeschool freedom 
among your circle of friends and acquaintances.

Scott Woodruff, a follower of Christ since 1971, earned his law 
degree in 1980 from the University of Virginia. After serving as 
Missouri’s assistant attorney general and with an insurance com-
pany, Scott came to work for HSLDA in 1988 where he serves as 
Senior Counsel. For the past 20 years, Scott has assisted thou-
sands of home-educating families in dealings with social work-
ers, police officers, truant officers, principals, superintendents, 
judges, and prosecuting attorneys. Scott and his wife, Jane, 
have three adult children, all of whom they homeschooled. They 
still have one at home, a very special red-headed 7-year-old who 
initially entered their family as an infant foster child. 
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Embracing a “Simply Joyful” Life 
Kristi Clover

Simply Joyful Podcast
Salon A/B

“Choose Joy” is a motto we see on t-shirts and mugs. We 
see it, we like it, we wear it, but do we really embrace 
our choice to live a joyful life? We often allow the stress 
and busyness of life to distract us from the joy that the 
Lord has for us. Kristi is going to share some practical tips 
about how to have a life of dynamic faith and abundant 
joy. See bio on page 11.

Building a Biblical Self-Esteem in 
Your Child 

Dara Halydier
Abiding Truth Ministry

Salon D/E

Self-esteem can have a negative connotation among God’s 
people, but it is really about a right relationship with God 
and a true perspective of who God is and who we are. 
As parents, we have the responsibility to raise kids with a 
positive understanding of who God says they are. Claim-
ing these truths can change attitudes and actions.  Are 
you aware of how your words and actions can help or hurt 
your child as they find out who they are? Is communica-
tion in your home healthy and honoring to God? Dara will 
speak about the importance of words that build up and 
emotions that are handled carefully. Learning and teach-
ing how to take every thought captive, how to replace 
Satan’s lies with God’s truths, and how to give praise to 
our amazing God will give you tools towards building a 
healthy and biblical self-esteem within your child’s heart. 
See bio on page 11.

College Planning 101
Nicole Hodge
Thrivent Financial

Lobby/Courtyard Room
Navigating how to plan and pay for college can be a 
challenge. From test prep, to college selection, to figuring 
out how to pay for it, the process of sending a student 
to college can be stressful and daunting. However, it 
doesn’t have to be when you’re able to plan accordingly. 
Throughout our workshop, students and their families will 
be introduced to the processes of College Admissions and 
Financial Aid. Additionally, students and their parents will 
receive helpful tips on applying for scholarship opportuni-
ties, academics, as well as college entrance exams, along 
with various other money-saving strategies.

Nicole Hodge is a Community Engagement Leader with Thrivent 
Financial. Her background is in education from elementary 
education to higher education. Before coming to Thrivent, 
she worked as a teacher then director and professor of a local 
university. From her experiences, she understands the impor-
tance of effective planning for college. Nicole has her master’s 
in educational administration from University of Nebraska and 
Educational Specialist from University of Missouri-KC. Nicole can 
be reached at Nicole.hodge@thrivent.com.

A Fast Track to the World of Ideas
Jeff Myers

Summit Ministries
Ambassador Room

Five fake worldviews influence the minds and hearts of 
people today. Dr. Myers shares shocking data from a joint 
Summit/Barna Group study that reveals how dedicated 
Christians are influenced by these worldviews and then 
explains how to talk about and defend a Christian world-
view in today’s culture. See bio on page 10.
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Vision & Learning
Katie D. Fisher

Missouri Room

Come learn how vision affects learning beyond 20/20 clar-
ity of eyesight. Find out how to detect a potential vision 
problem and how concussions affect vision.

Katie D. Fisher, OD, FCOVD is a Shawnee, KS, developmental/
behavioral optometrist board certified in Vision Development/
Vision Therapy.  Dr. Fisher obtained the following:  Bachelor of 
General Studies in Human Biology (Concentration Psychology) 
from the University of Kansas in 2007; Doctor of Optometry 
from the Illinois College of Optometry in 2012; and Certificate of 
Residency in Pediatric Optometry/Vision Therapy and Rehabilita-
tion from the Southern College of Optometry in 2013.  She is a 
Fellow of the College of Optometrists in Vision Development and 
a member of Kansas Optometric Association, American Opto-
metric Association, InfantSEE®, Neuro-Optometric Rehabilitation 
Association, Optometrists Network, and Optometric Extension 
Program Foundation. 

How to Help Your Child Fall in Love 
with Reading, Writing, & Grammar

Erin Dryer 
Shiller Learning 

Salon C

Language development is key to your child’s education. 
Learning to read, often quite early, draws many parents 
to the Montessori method. The multi-sensory approach is 
also a powerful support for learners with special needs. 
Now it’s easier than ever to bring this proven method into 
your home!  Discover the secrets of the movable alpha-
bet, sensory tracing, hands-on grammar, and more. These 
Montessori materials will have your preschool to fourth 
grade child asking for more. 

Erin Dryer is a military wife of one and a homeschooling mother 
of four. Erin has her bachelor of English from Drury University. 
She began to learn firsthand about different learning styles after 
she had twin boys who required more hands-on learning than 
their older sister. After struggling with several math curricula, 
Erin learned about ShillerLearning Montessori-based math and 
placed her order. Thrilled with the results in her own home, she 
joined the ShillerLearning team. Erin loves to meet other home-
schooling families and help them on their journey.

Making the Most of your Family 
Read-Aloud Time

Michelle Dunham
 Dawn Clayton

Ruby Reads
Salon F

Do you ever feel like family read-aloud time is more about 
getting your kids to sit still and listen than experiencing a 
great book together? This workshop will discuss practical 
approaches to the most common read-aloud challenges 
so you can build a rich culture of literacy in your home. In 
addition, learn evidenced-based strategies for maximizing 
learning during read-aloud time by asking good questions, 
developing vocabulary, and using graphic organizers to 
boost comprehension.

Michelle Dunham and Dawn Clayton are devoted moms of book-
worms who love reading aloud. Michelle is a former teacher who 
also holds a master’s degree in Human Learning, and both hold 
doctorates in Educational Psychology and Research. Their love of 
family reading and learning led them to found Ruby Reads where 
they spend their time designing products that help families fall in 
love with reading together.

What’s Your Story?
Nancy Bjorkman

Heppner’s Legacy
Salon A/B

We don’t often consider that figures from history, whose 
lives and accomplishments inspire and teach us today, 
were just ordinary people. It is likely they did not think 
they were “making history.” In this workshop, Nancy will 
remind us of how God is using even the most routine 
parts of our lives to write a story of His goodness and pro-
vision that we can and should share with our children and 
future generations. It will include encouraging stories from 
the lives of the Bjorkman family as God has carried them 
through both good times and hardship in their almost 40 
years of marriage and 20+ years of homeschooling. It will 
change your perspective on day-to-day life, which may 
never seem “ordinary” again.

After being a homeschool skeptic, Nancy began homeschooling 
her four children in 1992 and saw it work. Now a mentor to 
homeschooling families, she has spoken at homeschool confer-
ences in over 10 states where she is known for her enthusiasm, 
energy, and encouragement. Although busy as a bookstore own-
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er and speaker, her favorite times are spent with her growing 
family (grandkids - yeah!). She and her husband own 
HEPPNER’S LEGACY, a homeschool store in Elk River, MN, where 
they minister to the unique needs of families year-round, and 
where parents say, “Come for the books. Stay for the therapy.™”

Have You Thought About Tossing in 
the Towel? Homeschooling Through 
the Hard Times

Sarah Markman
Salon D/E

Is homeschooling your calling? Sometimes we walk 
through a place of pain that causes us to cry out to God 
for His leadership yet again. When life presents challenges 
and deep places of grief, moving forward with home-
schooling seems impossible. Yet, as we pray, we feel His 
nudge to say “yes” again. My hope in this session is to 
cast vision for finding beauty in the mess. As a mama who 
is not a veteran, but very much in the thick of life, I hope 
to equip you with practical tools and ideas of how to keep 
going. Homeschooling is not a sprint, but a marathon that 
only He can empower us to run! 

Sarah Markman is a homeschooling mama of five children. From 
teenager to toddler, she continues to discover the way forward in 
this journey of home education. She led a homeschool support 
group for three years called ABLE - A Biblical Living Education. 
Sarah is passionate about equipping her children to love to learn 
and to encounter God in the process. She and her husband, 
John, started a ministry called Praying Families in hopes of 
helping parents and children to cultivate worship in their homes. 
The avenue for this is simply through prayer, reading the Bible, 
and song. They have served on the board for the Midwest Parent 
Educators for several years.

Accessing Community College Options
Emily Ziegler

 Mallory Mitchell
Johnson County Community College 

 Metropolitan Community College
Lobby/Courtyard Room

In this workshop, we will discuss steps for enrollment at 
both JCCC and MCC. We will also share helpful tips for 
homeschool families. Our colleges have been providing 
quality educational opportunities, including dual enroll-
ment in which high-school students take college courses 
earning both high-school and college credits. Classes can 
be taken on campus or online. 

Emily Ziegler is a counselor at JCCC and is also a Licensed Clini-
cal Marriage and Family Therapist. She has a master’s in Science 
in Family Studies and Human Services with a specialization in 
Marriage and Family Therapy from Kansas State University. Emily 
has experience in providing clinical counseling and working in 
higher education as a counselor. Emily aims to provide warmth, 
genuineness, empathy, and a strong focus on helping each 
student to achieve their identified goals. She is married and has 
two sons. 

Mallory Mitchell became the Coordinator of Dual Credit for 
Metropolitan Community College (MCC) in February 2019. Prior 
to that, she worked for MCC in the Office of Admissions and the 
Office of Student Services. In that capacity, she served a variety 
of students, including many homeschooled students. Mallory 
holds a bachelor’s degree in Advertising from Northwest Missouri 
State University and a Masters of Business Administration from 
Baker University. She plans to complete a Doctorate of Education 
degree in Higher Education Leadership from Baker University in 
2020.

LUNCH
11:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

MPEKIDS 12 - 1 p.m.
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Freedom from Fear
Hal & Melanie Young

RaisingRealMen.com
Ambassador Room

Fear-based parenting drives us to make bad decisions 
despite the best of intentions. We choose curriculums 
based our friends are doing not what our kids need, be-
cause we’re scared they’ll miss something. We microman-
age our teens because we’re afraid they’ll make mistakes. 
We stress and worry and can’t sleep at night. Why do 
we fall so easily into the what ifs? God has not given us 
a spirit of fear. This eye-opening session will point you to 
the real source of security and hope and free you to do 
what is best for your children no matter what anyone else 
is doing. Step up and take courage! See bio on page 10.

Dyslexia 101 – Understanding & 
Adapting

Lorrie Wolf
Missouri Room

This session will review the accepted definition of dys-
lexia along with other information on effective teaching 
methods to be adapted to students of varying ages and 
abilities.  An overview of a structured literacy program is 
given that is useful for all students who are struggling to 
achieve their full literacy potential in reading, spelling, and 
comprehension. 

Lorrie Wolf, the mother of three children, including one with 
dyslexia, has spent the past 20 years finding ways to teach 
a student who learns differently.  Lorrie is the director and 
co-founder of the Educational Therapy Center in Parkville, MO, 
which teaches literacy skills to people of all ages and abilities.  
She has served on the Missouri Task Force on Dyslexia, and she 
is a past president of the Kansas/Missouri Branch of the 
International Dyslexia Association.  Lorrie is certified by the 
Academy of Orton-Gillingham Practitioners and Educators as well 
as the Center for Effective Reading Instruction.

Mastery: The Art of Deliberate 
Practice

Cody Wheelock
Fount Atelier of Fine Art

Salon C

Whether it is learning to play a piano, hit a baseball, solve 
a math problem, or create a portrait of a family member, 
students are constantly acquiring new skills. Join profes-
sional artist and instructor Cody Wheelock as he explores 
the concept of skill mastery and the role that focused 
practice plays. In this discussion, we will outline the com-
mon roadblocks that prevent students from learning skills 
and provide a potential solution called deliberate practice.  
Cody will share how he utilizes deliberate practice princi-
ples from the 19th century French academic method of 
drawing and painting in his own studio instruction while 
explaining how you can incorporate the same principles 
into any subject at home. You’ll even get to try a little 
perceptual skill-building yourself! Join us in this fun and 
informative workshop. 

Cody Wheelock is a professional, award-winning artist and 
operator of Fount Atelier of Fine Art, a Lee’s Summit-based 
instructional studio. The focus of Fount Atelier is teaching clas-
sical drawing and painting skills using a sequenced curriculum 
inspired by the 19th century French academic method.  In addi-
tion to teaching workshops and weekly classes at Fount Atelier, 
Cody maintains a busy studio practice, completing commissioned 
work for clients and adding to his body of original work.  You can 
find examples of his work and learn more about the atelier at 
fountatelier.com.  

Fun and Educational, Too!
Peggy Alier

BJU Press Homeschool
Salon F

Hands-on activities, projects, and experiments help 
children understand and apply concepts. Learn how to in-
clude engaging lesson activities with your busy schedule.

Peggy has been involved in Christian education for over 35 years 
as a homeschool mom, classroom teacher, substitute teacher, 
tutor, and elementary-level curriculum writer. Working with her 
own struggling learner at home, as well as substituting in a 
Christian special education school, led Peggy to pursue further 
training through a special education degree. She has the desire 
for every child to acquire the tools he or she needs to reach their 
full God-given potential. Peggy and her husband, Arnold, live in 
South Carolina. They have three grown children. Peggy stays in 
touch with homeschooling as her oldest daughter homeschools 
three of their grandchildren.
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Homeschool Organization Made Easy 

Kristi Clover
Simply Joyful Podcast

Salon A/B

There are so many things to juggle - and so much 
“STUFF” that comes with homeschooling! Books seem to 
take over. Paper doesn’t really seem to have a “home.” 
Just getting your homeschool day up and running takes 
longer than you ever imagined. Organizing your home-
school doesn’t have to be overwhelming! Whether you are 
a veteran looking for some fresh ideas or totally new to 
homeschooling, this workshop is filled with practical tips 
and advice on how to plan out your year, simplify your 
day, motivate your kids - and free up your family time so 
you can all have more fun! See bio on page 11.

Your Child Can Love History with 
Notgrass

Donna Ellenburg
Notgrass History 

Salon D/E

Notgrass History is easy to use for the teacher and the 
student. Our curriculum gives students a rich, meaningful 
study from a Christian worldview. We provide narrative 
lessons, full-color photographs and illustrations, primary 
source documents, and hands-on activities to create en-
gaging learning experiences.

Donna is a homeschooling mom who joined the Notgrass team 
in 2016 to represent our award-winning curriculum at home-
school conventions.  Having taught her four children K-12th 
grades, Donna has vast experience in homeschooling. She told 
her husband (then a pastor), “I feel as God-called to home-
school our children as you do to preach!” Donna has truly 
enjoyed being a homeschool mom. She loves to share her 
experience and insights to encourage other homeschool moms 
because she knows the joys and burdens of this important role. 

Science Experiment & Fair Tips plus 
Early College Info from Calvary 
University

Chris Basel 
 Tammy Pihl

Calvary University
Lobby/Courtyard Room

Calvary University has started a STEM (Science Tech-
nology Engineering and Math) program taught from the 
biblical worldview.  This workshop will briefly introduce 
this program, plus cover several other topics including the 
demonstration of a few easy and fun science experiments 
that can be done at home with relatively safe materials, 
some recommendations for safe science practices, and a 
brief discussion of how to conduct a “good” science fair 
experiment. Learn how teens can study all subjects from a 
biblical worldview at Calvary University.

Chris Basel has a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in chemistry, 
and a graduate certificate in pharmacology. He has seven years 
as a full-time chemistry and biology professor, plus eight years 
as an adjunct. In addition, he has over 30 years as a manager 
of pharmacological research, plus six years as an environmental 
research chemist. Chris is married and has five children and six 
grandchildren.

Tammy Pihl is an Admissions Manager at Calvary University 
where her two youngest children were early college students. 
Tammy loves helping early college students and their parents 
as well as anyone else who desires an education from a biblical 
worldview. 
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Why Kids Walk Away & What to Do 
About It

Jeff Myers
Summit Ministries
Ambassador Room

Up to 70 percent of young adults raised in church drift 
away from their faith after graduation. What can we learn 
from the 30 percent who stay? Dr. Myers shares three 
observations to show how churches - and families - can 
create an atmosphere in which the faith of Millennials can 
remain vibrant and strong. See bio on page 10.

A Vision of Success
John Gantzer

Missouri Room

We all have a vision for our children. What happens when 
reality comes at us full speed, and we are forced to ad-
just? How do we navigate and plan for what lies ahead?  
During this workshop, we will discuss how to adapt with-
out giving up on our vision and how to establish a path to 
success for our children. 

John Gantzer is a husband, father, and veteran. He and Angela 
have been married 11 years and have two amazing boys. Their 
oldest son was diagnosed with dyspraxia at age 3 shortly after 
the Gantzers moved to San Antonio, TX. John and Angela’s vi-
sion met reality as they navigated the military healthcare system 
and learned to become parents of a child with special needs. 
John and his family moved to Shawnee, KS, in 2016. John is 
a financial advisor who focuses on special needs families and 
veterans. He earned his Masters of Business Administration from 
Webster University. 

Youth at the Threshold of Life
Gabor Gresz

Salon C

An unusual partnership between a post-communist gov-
ernment, a Christian organization, and the policy led to a 
movement among educators in Hungary. This movement 
created an opportunity to show the Jesus Film in every 
single school, give out 350,000 Gospels of Luke to stu-
dents, and train over 8,000 educators in the government.
This program, Youth at the Threshold of Life, addresses 
youth problems in a comprehensive, holistic way. It deals 
with topics such as self-image, emotional intelligence, sex-
ual purity and health, conflict resolution, decision-making, 
internet addiction, preparing for a healthy adult life, and 
more. The curriculum has been used in 62 countries, and 
now we are bringing it to the US. At this workshop, we 
will introduce not only the fundamental concepts of this 
educational program but also model how partnering to 
meet the felt needs of young people can create opportuni-
ties and credibility to speak to their real needs.

Gabor grew up in the communist Hungary, not hearing and 
knowing anything about Jesus. He became a believer at age 13. 
Gabor was one of the first students who got involved in the un-
derground ministry of Cru during communism in 1983-84. Gabor 
is the co-founder and co-author of both Youth at the Threshold 
of Life (YTL) and The Outrageous Promise book. Gabor served 
as the National Director for Cru Hungary between 2004-2017. 
The Gresz family has recently moved to Kansas City to serve as 
the Executive Director of Cru Church Movements. Gabor received 
a ThM degree from the Karoli Gaspar University of Budapest and 
is an ordained Presbyterian minister. 

Homeshooling: Then & Now
Dave & Beth Layman
Midwest Parent Educators

Salon F

Over the past 31 years, the KC metro area homeschool 
organization has changed, but several families have been 
involved for many of those years. How has homeschooling 
changed and how is it the same? Find out how the new 
MPE President and First Lady have navigated the changes 
with their nine children over the years. Learn how MPE 
stays current and relevant for its membership of nearly 
1000 families. Bring your questions.

Dave and Beth Layman have been homeschooling their nine 
children for the past 23 years. They joined MPE (then known as 
Johnson County Parent Educators) in 1999. In October 2019, 
they took on the leadership of the organization. They live in 
Leavenworth County, Kansas, and their youngest is scheduled to 
graduate in 2025.
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Homeschooling on a Shoestring 
Budget 

Dara Halydier
Abiding Truth Ministry

Salon A/B

Homeschooling doesn’t have to cost hundreds of dollars 
each year. With some extra time and energy, you can 
teach on a budget. Tracy and Dara Halydier started home-
schooling while Tracy was in seminary and without a job. 
They continued on a minister’s salary while home-
schooling five children through high school. Dara will 
share ideas from K - 12 on bargain buying and teaching 
without the textbooks. See bio on page 11.

Tools for Enjoyable Family Worship 
John & Sarah Markman

Salon D/E

Family worship is hard!  What exactly is it, and how do 
we do it? If you’re like our family, life is busy and the 
demands relentless. Yet, you also believe Jesus is worthy 
of regular times of family prayer, reading the Bible, and 
even family worship in song. Come hear stories of how 
other families are doing it and how to sustain a culture 
of worship in your home. You’ll receive practical tips and 
tools as well as hear about failures we’ve faced over a 
decade of struggling to establish a culture of prayer and 
worship in our home. You’ll have a chance to see a live 
example on how beautiful (and slightly chaotic) 
family worship can be. You’ll laugh and be refreshed in 
your journey in worship!

John and Sarah have a passion for worship and prayer 
since the start of their relationship.  Seeing the challenge 
and lack of family worship even amongst those passion-
ate for Christ, they launched Praying Families in 2016 to 
envision and equip families to cultivate worship in their 
homes. They have served in full-time ministry geared to-
wards prayer for eight years, and now Sarah homeschools 
their five kiddos while John works as a mortgage loan 
officer.  Their hearts are to see family thriving in the con-
text of a chaotic, fast-paced culture that does everything 
it can to prevent just that.

Graduating Early
Evi Wheeler

Lobby/Courtyard Room

Do you have a highly motivated teen? When Evi’s daugh-
ter turned 14, she expressed a strong desire to finish 
school in order to focus on her passion for dance. This 
workshop will be team-led by mother and daughter. Learn 
how they created a single-subject immersion plan, com-
pleted the coursework for eight semesters of school in 
just two years, and hear their perspective on the pros and 
cons of graduating early.

Evi Wheeler is the director of Greenleaf Performing Arts Acade-
my in Olathe – a space for young people to learn music, dance, 
and acting and have opportunities to express truth and life 
onstage. She is also a veteran homeschool mom of three adult 
children and grandmother to two endlessly fascinating toddlers. 
Evi’s workshops are conversational and full of practical honesty!

Discernment - Loving God with Heart, 
Soul, Mind, & Strength

Jeff Myers
Summit Ministries
Ambassador Room

Movies. Music. Television. Advertising. How can you re-
spond intelligently and appropriately when confronted by 
secular thinking without becoming cynical and hard-
hearted? This seminar includes the wildly-popular “four 
deadly questions” that will help ensure that you are never 
taken captive by hollow and deceptive philosophies again! 
See bio on page 10.

BLOCK 2
FRIDAY

 3:15 - 4:15 p.m.

BLOCK 1
FRIDAY

 4:30 - 5:30 p.m.
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Fatherhood & the Freedom to Fail
Bill & Karen Ward

Salon C

The father’s role in the family is under attack today as 
never before.  And yet, as “point man” of the family, his 
leadership, provision for, and protection of his family has 
never been so needed. While the repeated failures of 
fathers are well documented back to biblical times, so is 
the faithfulness of God who has worked through “failures” 
to accomplish His purposes. Come and be encouraged as 
Bill and Karen share scriptural truth, “must do’s” for both 
fathers and mothers, and their own stories of God’s over-
ruling faithfulness time and time again.

Bill and Karen Ward homeschooled their five children through 
high school and continue to mentor them in their 20s and 30s 
as they serve God in their individual careers in the Kansas City 
area. They enjoy the camaraderie of fellowship as a family in this 
adult season and are all quick to credit the grace and faithfulness 
of God’s working in their lives. Together, Bill and Karen have led 
parenting and marriage classes for over 20 years, and they are 
passionate about sharing vision, encouragement, and tools to 
help Christian fathers and mothers pass on a legacy of faithful-
ness to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Sibling Friendships
Evi Wheeler

Salon F

One of the huge benefits of homeschooling is the possibili-
ty of fostering close friendships between siblings. Unfortu-
nately, parents often find themselves in a reactionary game 
playing referee 24/7, navigating jealousy and competition, 
or inadvertently giving preference based on birth order. 
Research shows that solid relationships and good commu-
nication skills create the best foundation for happiness and 
success. Want to set your kids up for a great life? Teach 
them how to treat their first housemates, and don’t be 
surprised when they turn out to be best friends. See bio on 
page 21.

Homeschooling Your “Bigs” with 
“Littles” in the House 

Kristi Clover
Simply Joyful Podcast

Salon A/B

How do you homeschool your “bigs” when you have 
“littles?” This is probably one of the hardest obstacles to 

homeschooling! The constant juggling act that has to be 
performed when there is more than one child in the house 
can tire out even the most experienced homeschool mom. 
How do you handle a history lesson with one child, math 
problems with another, phonics with your pre-reader, 
tantrums from your toddler, and nurse your baby - all at 
the same time? Crazy! From ideas like rotating play times 
for one-on-one time to creating school boxes and stackable 
bins, this workshop will offer you handy tools and tips on 
how to better manage the circus act of homeschooling 
multiple children. Homeschooling is not for the faint heart-
ed, but the blessings that come will fill your heart with 
more joy than you could imagine. See bio on page 11.

What Homeschoolers Won’t Talk About
Dara Halydier

Abiding Truth Ministry
Salon D/E

Do you sometimes wonder what in the world you were 
thinking when you signed up to homeschool? Do you tend 
to compare yourself and your school and your children 
with others and find that you are lacking? Dara will address 
issues like insecurity, feelings of inadequacy, being over-
whelmed, not having perfect children, not being a perfect 
mom, etc... Dara uses a biblical base to her talks and many 
personal stories and humor. She wants to encourage 
homeschooling moms that God is able when we are not! 
See bio on page 11.

Boy-Schooling
Hal & Melanie Young

RaisingRealMen.com
Lobby/Courtyard Room

Have you ever had a war break out in the middle of history 
or read aloud to a child sitting upside down? You may be 
teaching a boy! Research shows that boys and girls learn 
differently. Understanding the differences can help to pre-
serve the love of learning and the academic confidence of 
our sons: the early birds, the late bloomers, and the boys 
who would really just rather not. Understanding what they 
need at different ages - before school, as young learn-
ers, in the middle school years, and in high school - can 
make us better homeschool parents and make them better 
students. Come hear from parents who’ve homeschooled 
six boys from the beginning and graduated five so far, the 
award-winning authors of Raising Real Men, as they share 
solid research and practical advice on how to turn wiggle 
worms into scholars – and enjoy doing it! See bio on page 
10.

BLOCK 2
FRIDAY

 4:45 - 5:45 p.m.
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Hearing and Understanding God’s 
Call on Your Life

Jeff Myers
Summit Ministries
Ambassador Room

 “Follow your dreams.” “Discover your passion.” “Take 
some time to find yourself.” The culture is full of hideous 
advice such as this that makes it harder, not easier, to find 
a sense of calling in life. We’ll examine the idea of “voca-
tion” (from the Latin Vocare, “to call”) to discover those 
things that are so much a part of God’s design for us 
that they not only make a difference for others, they also 
return energy to us and make us feel more alive. See bio 
on page 10.

Seeing Beyond the Challenges
Natalina Ehlers

Missouri Room

When our children have extra challenges in school, it’s 
sometimes hard to see beyond those challenges to the 
bright future that awaits them. They, too, may have diffi-
culty seeing beyond their disability to reach that pinnacle 
of their success. When children learn at an early age how 
to advocate for what they need, they become empowered 
to see their world without the “disability-glasses.” This 
presentation will discuss resources for various disabilities 
or learning challenges and how to guide our children in 
self-advocacy skills to use those resources to create the 
future they imagine. 

Natalina Ehlers is a home educator with three children who have 
extra challenges. She has extensively studied the effects of early 
childhood trauma on behavior and educational outcomes and 
is a certified parent coach through the Beyond Consequences 
Institute. Natalina is a graduate of the Missouri Developmental 
Disabilities Counsel’s Partners in Policymaking and advocates for 
equality for those with disabilities. As a retired law enforcement 
officer with 25 years on the job, she instructs police in Disability 
Awareness and Trauma-Informed Care.

Parenting & the Enneagram
Amy Wicks

Salon C

Do you continuously wrestle with your decision to home-
school? Whether you are a veteran homeschooling mom 
or you are just considering teaching the children in your 
home, knowing your core fears, desires, and strengths 
will give you the best year ever with your kids. Through 
enneagram insights and biblical principles, you can un-
derstand conflict resolution and even the learning process 
for every relationship in your home. You will walk away 
armed with the knowledge and strategies that you can 
implement immediately.

Amy Wicks is an Enneagram Life Coach, workshop creator, and 
speaker who lives in Kansas City with her tree-climbing, arborist 
husband and three kids who can be found on the limbs of a tree 
themselves. She hosts the weekly Simply Wholehearted Podcast 
and has co-authored The Unseen Way, a book study created for 
Unseen: The Gift of Being Hidden in a World that Loves to be 
Noticed (Sara Hagerty, Zondervan, 2017). She loves giving her 
time to the moms at Radiant Church in Kansas City over a good 
cup of coffee. Connect with her at @simplywholehearted (IG & 
FB) or find Enneagram resources at easyenneagram.com.

Teaching Kids the Character of God
Lydia White

Attributes of God for Kids
Salon F

Looking to encourage godly character in your kids?  
Wondering how to prepare your children for a culture of 
half-truths and self-focus? This workshop will consider 
how teaching kids the character of God is foundational to 
moral character development and essential in preparing 
kids to reject false cultural messages. We will look at how 
God’s unique attributes point us to right worship, and His 
moral attributes teach us right living. The focus will be on 
developing an understanding of God that is not based on 
what we’ve made up in our minds, but on who God says 
He is in His Word, both written and incarnate.

Lydia White is a mom of two living in Kansas City. She was 
involved with the Navigators while studying business at The 
University of Kansas. Prior to marrying her husband, Kyle, she 
attended Dallas Theological Seminary. She is the author of a 
devotional and curriculum resource for kids ages 4-11 titled, 
The Attributes of God for Kids. Her favorite attribute of God is 
Faithful.

BLOCK 1
SATURDAY
 9 - 10 a.m.



SATURDAY
WORKSHOPS

M.O.M. = Master Organizer of 
Mayhem! 

Kristi Clover
Simply Joyful Podcast

Salon A/B

This fast-paced workshop goes through Kristi’s popular 
“Top Ten” list on how to bring more order and organiza-
tion to your home and heart. This workshop goes through 
lots of very practical and applicable tools on how to get 
rid of the mayhem in your home - without getting rid of 
the kids (or your sanity). This workshop is a must. Moms 
of all ages and stages have loved this workshop and used 
its tips to bring grace and peace to their home. See bio on 
page 11.

Parents, Kids, & Money Matters
Margi Swords
Thrivent Financial

Salon D/E

Movies, advertisers, friends...they can all affect kids’ atti-
tudes about life – and money. This workshop will help par-
ents find out how to talk to kids about influences, choices, 
and responsible money habits. Parents will reflect on 
their values and get practical tools to make teaching (and 
learning) about money fun for elementary-aged children.

Margi Swords is a financial advisor with Thrivent Financial. Her 
background is in accounting and strategic planning for small 
businesses. She completed her FIC (Fraternal Insurance Coun-
selor) in July 2016. Margi is FINRA Series 63, Series 6, Series 66, 
and Series 7 Licensed as well as Life & Health Insurance. She is 
licensed in Kansas, Missouri, Florida, and South Carolina. She is 
part of Greater Kansas City Associates Thrivent Team. Her first 
event with Thrivent Financial was the 2016 MPE Conference, 
and has many friends that homeschool. Margi can be reached at 
margaret.swords@thrivent.com.

The Real World: Are They Ready?
Dara Halydier

Abiding Truth Ministry
Lobby/Courtyard Room

Will homeschooling really prepare your children for life ac-
ademically, socially, and spiritually? Will they be able to go 
to college and be competitive in the job market? Will they 
be able to stand against the world’s culture and be able to 
stand for Christ? Dara will talk about making life-
management skills a part of your home life and how to 
incorporate it into high school credits. She will bring wis-
dom from Proverbs and show you how to teach your kids 
to apply it to their lives as she shares with you the jour-
ney of her own five boys and their successes and failures 
in the real world. See bio on page 11.

How You Personally Can Equip the 
Next Generation of Culture-Shaping 
Leaders

Jeff Myers
Summit Ministries
Ambassador Room

Will the next generation of Christians engage the culture, 
stand for truth, and fight against evil and injustice? In this 
session we’ll talk about why now is one of the most critical 
times in history. God has provided astounding opportuni-
ties for us to be a blessing to all nations of the earth. See 
bio on page 10.

BLOCK 2
SATURDAY

 9:15 - 10:15 a.m.

BLOCK 1
SATURDAY

10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
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When Smart is a Special Need
Renee Brown

Missouri Room

Everyone wants their child to be smart. But when smart 
kids fall into the educational and developmental category 
of gifted and talented, parents soon realize that with the 
smart child comes a host of special needs. You’ll learn to 
see why smart kids can struggle with seemingly simple 
tasks, emotional responses, and social development while 
also amazing you with their skills of memory, recall, cog-
nitive, and artistic or creative abilities. Come gain insight 
into how to foster their unique abilities.

Renee Brown is a follower of Christ, a seeker of peace, wife of 
27 years, and homeschooling mom to one incredibly talented 
teen son. When she set out to homeschool, she had no idea 
what homeschooling a talented child looked like or how to 
go about it. She began to study, research, and learn how to 
navigate the ups and downs of homeschooling a gifted learner. 
On her blog, Renee at Great Peace, she shares information and 
ideas, along with tips and tricks for wives, moms, and home-
schoolers to manage life while homeschooling.

Thriving as a Single Homeschooler
Maureen Warner 
Shawna Wright

Salon C

Single parents face many challenges. Single parents 
who homeschool face yet another set of challenges. Is it 
possible to be successful at this task without a spouse in 
the picture? Maureen Werner and Shawna Wright team 
up today to answer a resounding “yes” to that question. 
Both have found God to be a source of great strength, 
guidance, and wisdom, and though their stories are very 
different, they both testify to having experienced His 
goodness and care all along the way. In this session, you’ll 
hear more about their families, their schedules, their les-
sons learned, as well as some tips and tricks they imple-
ment for making this all-important aspect of their family 
life work.

Maureen Warner is mother to eleven adopted children and one 
from scratch. She lives in Olathe, KS, and is in her tenth year of 
homeschooling. She began her homeschooling journey with the 
idea she would re-evaluate her decision year by year, but now 
she is committed to seeing all her children grow and flourish into 
homeschool graduates. In addition to her duties as head chef 
and laundress, Maureen runs a successful accounting firm from 
her home. She and her tribe can often be found hiking through 
various parks in Johnson County or hoarding books at the new 
Olathe library. 

A widowed mother of four, Shawna Wright lives in Gardner, KS, 
and is in her eighteenth year of homeschooling. Faith, family 
relationships, and caring for hurting hearts are her priorities, 
and that plays out in different ways on different days. Besides 
being heavily involved with her children and at her church, she 

also does a lot of “kitchen table counseling” and is an assistant 
counselor for Crisis Family Care, Inc. She is a lover of words and 
has her hand in several editing/writing projects most of the time. 
Her free time often includes reading, painting, or other creative 
ventures. And her house is currently protected by a hedgehog 
named Coco.

Creating a Family Plan for Dating/
Courtship That is Safe, Fun, & Most 
of All, Purposeful

Monica Irvine
Etiquette Factory

Salon F

Parents, first...relax! Let’s remember that with God, all 
things are possible, and let’s also remember fear does not 
come from God. With that said, it’s time to get excited 
and look forward to the years that your children will begin 
the process of choosing their life-long companion. Imag-
ine your child being committed to keeping themselves 
pure and chaste so that they can enter marriage with-
out regrets and with great anticipation for the intimacy 
designed for a husband and a wife. Imagine you and 
your child being able to openly discuss specific plans, real 
temptations, hopes, and dreams with honesty and without 
inhibition. Parents, you can have this with your children, 
but creating a very specific family plan is essential. When 
do you start teaching your children the plan? As soon as 
they can talk and throughout their life.

Monica Irvine, president and creator of The Etiquette Factory, 
LLC, is a master motivator and dedicated instructor who loves to 
help children and adults see the benefits and rewards of having 
proper etiquette, mastering professionalism, and excelling in so-
cial skills. As a Certified Etiquette Instructor and Life Coach and 
with 29 years’ experience in the hospitality industry, she special-
izes in etiquette and professional instruction to help ensure the 
success of each individual both personally and professionally. 
Mrs. Irvine is the published author of five books as well as the 
storybook series Fundamentals4Kids. She speaks to thousands 
of parents, educators, professionals, and children every year. 
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Homeschool Basics: How to Get 
Started, Stay Motivated, & Bring 
Out the Best in Your Kids 

Kristi Clover
Simply Joyful Podcast 

Salon A/B

Whether you are starting with preschoolers or pulling kids 
out of public school, your first few years of homeschool-
ing can be overwhelming. There are so many different 
curriculums to choose from, teaching, and learning styles 
to discover. There’s your own family rhythm to adjust to 
and state requirements to figure out. There’s also often 
added pressure from family and friends. Why would any 
parent choose to attempt to teach fractions or (gasp) long 
division when they can leave it to the professionals? Our 
goal is to provide encouraging information about home-
schooling basics, plus give you thoughtful and informative 
ideas on how to get started and stay the course. See bio 
on page 11.

Keeping Your Family Safe Online - 
Beginners

Adam Claxton
Salon D/E

Would you invite the very worst elements of society to 
come into your home and have unfettered and unmoni-
tored access to your children? If you have any device(s) 
with internet access in your house, you likely already have 
done just that. This workshop will give you practical tools 
to do your job as a parent of protecting your family from 
the world, the devil, and your children’s own flesh in the 
digital age. Topics will include an overview of the prob-
lems facing parents on the digital landscape, computer 
and mobile device management for parents, web filtering 
and reporting, and practical tips for exercising godly wis-
dom in a digital age. NOTE: This session is for beginners 
- see intermediate lesson later in schedule.

Adam Claxton is a homeschooling father of 11 children, aged 6 
to married with children. He is also the Director of Digital for an 
investment management firm in Kansas City, with oversight of 
the creation and maintenance of the firm’s public web sites. His 
responsibilities keep him current on the digital landscape and 
online fraud. In addition, Adam is the Director of Children and 
Youth Ministries for Red Bridge Baptist Church, with responsibili-
ty for leading ministries from nursery through college. Adam is a 
bible college graduate and has his master’s in Bible and Theolo-
gy from Calvary Theological Seminary.

What Gifted Kids Really Need
Hal & Melanie Young

RaisingRealMen.com
Lobby/Courtyard Room

We may hope our kids will be really smart, but what do 
you do when they are? It can be intimidating to think 
about meeting the needs of a kid who’s blowing the curve, 
racing ahead, and seems to need more. Can you really 
meet his needs, or would he be better off with profession-
als? How can you help him fit in socially? What about the 
future? Should he graduate early or on time? Hal & Mel-
anie went through both innovative and traditional gifted 
programs in school, and after parenting and homeschool-
ing several precocious children, they have a lot to say 
about challenging these kids academically, helping them 
to thrive socially, answering their spiritual questions, and 
knowing when to push them ahead and when to broaden 
out their education instead. Learn how to meet the needs 
of your bright child and enjoy doing it! See bio on page 
10.

No Longer Little & Not Quite Teens
Hal & Melanie Young

RaisingRealMen.com
Ambassador Room

The turmoil of the tween/preteen years between nine and 
thirteen usually catches parents by surprise. Diligent stu-
dents become addled and distracted. Kids raised in church 
start questioning the existence of God. Sweet children 
seem to climb on an emotional rollercoaster – and then 
invite you to join them. Don’t get a ticket for that ride! In-
stead, learn to resist the temptation to lose it yourself and 
to shepherd our children through this challenging age at 
this funny and all-too-real workshop — and lay a founda-
tion to make the teen years great! See bio on page 10.

BLOCK 2
SATURDAY

10:45 - 11:45 a.m.

LUNCH
11:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

MPEKIDS 12 - 1 p.m.

BLOCK 1
SATURDAY

1:30 - 2:30 p.m.
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Emotional Intensity & the Gifted 
Child

Renee Brown
Missouri Room

Emotional intensity is as natural for a gifted individual as 
breathing. Children who have minds that process neuro-
logical functions at a faster rate can also process emotions 
at a faster rate. As a parent to a gifted child, it can be 
difficult to balance teaching an emotionally intense child 
discipline while still allowing them to be true to who they 
are as a person. You’ll come to see the importance of 
embracing your child’s intensity while teaching them how 
to develop their own coping skills. See bio on page 31.

Empowering Parents in Science & 
Math

Robert Martin Bartholow
STEM Sherpa

Salon C

Enjoy a workshop of science demonstrations and videos 
that empower parents to continue their involvement in 
advanced science topics. Develop a team approach to 
learning and discover the power of flip teaching. Set up 
your student to be a leader in learning and in life.

Robert Bartholow, or “Dr. B” as his students call him, fell in love 
with science in elementary school and has taught Chemistry and 
Physics since the mid-70s. Dr. B writes and develops kits and 
videos to bring better resources to homeschool parents. “Let’s 
develop critical thinking skills together to survive in a fallen 
world.”

Avoiding the Mistakes That May Cost 
You Your Kids

Scott Woodruff
Home School Legal Defense Association

Salon F

Hear wise advice in dealing with social services investiga-
tions. Social workers can and do take children. Sometimes 
it’s the right thing, but all too often it’s a terrible abuse of 
power that could have been prevented if the parents had 
known the right thing to do or say at the right time. If a 
social worker knocks on your door, she won’t give you a 
few days to educate yourself. Do it now. See bio on page 
14.

Missouri & Kansas Law & Record
Keeping

Jacklynn Walters
Salon A/B

We will review Kansas and Missouri Homeschool Law, with 
an emphasis on how to implement the laws into your daily 
life as a busy homeschool mom. As a homeschool family, 
we have found a system that works for us as we balance 
fulfilling the law and the freedom to homeschool within 
that law. With integrity as our motivator, you will walk 
away from the workshop with practical tools to help you 
fulfill the requirements.

Jacklynn Walters and her husband, Justin, have been married 
13 years and have four children. They have lived in Missouri and 
recently moved to Kansas. They have been homeschooling since 
2015. Their desire to raise up their children in the fear and ad-
monition of the Lord is their primary focus. They strive to keep 
the Word as the cornerstone of their lives. Jacklynn is passionate 
about encouraging and connecting with homeschool moms and 
families.  She loves spending time with family and friends, going 
on walks with her husband and kids, baking, and reading.

BLOCK 2
SATURDAY

1:45 - 2:45 p.m.
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Keeping Your Family Safe Online - 
Intermediate

Adam Claxton
Salon D/E

Would you invite the very worst elements of society to 
come into your home and have unfettered and unmoni-
tored access to your children? If you have any device(s) 
with internet access in your house, you likely already have 
done just that. This workshop will give you practical tools 
to do your job as a parent of protecting your family from 
the world, the devil, and your children’s own flesh in the 
digital age. Topics will include intermediate-level tools and 
practices for computer and mobile device management 
for parents, web filtering and reporting, and practical tips 
for exercising godly wisdom in a digital age. NOTE: This 
is the intermediate session - see beginner lesson earlier in 
schedule. See bio on page 32.

The Middle School Years
Niki Smith

Lobby/Courtyard Room

Niki Smith, an experienced homeschool mom, will share 
her own experiences and helpful guidance about home- 
schooling through middle school. Transitioning from 
elementary to middle school is a big change! Come find 
out what you need to think about and how to plan for 
teaching these grades. Wondering how to make sure your 
students are prepared for high school? What to do about 
sports? What do you need to add now that it’s middle 
school? Do you really want to keep doing this home-
schooling thing with teenagers? All these questions and 
more will be covered. You will have time to ask questions.

Niki is a homeschooling mom to four wonderful children.  With 
two graduates and a third almost there, she is passionate about 
homeschooling and sensitive to the challenges it brings.  She 
started homeschooling with the desire for her children to dis-
cover who they are in the Lord and to trust in Him. Her passion 
is for students and parents to realize that they can do this and 
homeschooling is worth it! Niki has taught math and science in 
several co-ops and schools in Overland Park and Kansas City 
through the years. As the co-founder and high school principal 
of Red Bridge Academy, she had the pleasure of working with 
many homeschool students in the south Kansas City Area. She 
is passionate about learning and is an Orton Gillingham-trained 
Multi-Sensory Math Specialist and Instructional Coach.

Struggling Learners in High School 
& College

Hal & Melanie Young
RaisingRealMen.com

Ambassador Room

At eleven, one of our boys was just learning to read and 
at fourteen, he still struggled to spell three-letter words. 
Little did we know that he’d be reading ancient philoso-
phers for fun at seventeen and that he’d go to college on 
a full academic scholarship! In this workshop, we’ll talk 
about how to help your struggling learners through high 
school (and give them a love of learning!), how to get 
accommodations on the SAT and ACT, and how to find out 
what help a college can give them – and you’ll be sur-
prised just how much they can do! Our struggling learner 
is on the Dean’s List at his college and getting accommo-
dations that really help. Find out how! See bio on page 
10.

Parent Panel of Struggling Learners
Jean Wetherilt

PossAbilities Children’s Therapy Group
Missouri Room

Gather with other parents to share ideas about how to 
choose learning materials and/or modify a curriculum pro-
gram for children of various stages. Ideas for fellowship, 
service projects, and classes will also be discussed. This 
panel will be moderated by the MPE Struggling Learner 
Coordinator Jean Wetherilt.

Jean Wetherilt, OTR/L is a pediatric occupational therapist with 
over 30 years’ experience treating children of all ages with 
various challenges. Jean and her husband are the founders and 
owners of PossAbilities Children’s Therapy Group, an independ- 
ent clinic based in Merriam, KS, providing occupational speech 
and physical therapy services in the KC metro area. She is pas-
sionate about the role of parents in the therapy and education 
of their children and has helped countless families navigate the 
raising and teaching of children with learning challenges. When 
not providing therapy, Jean enjoys traveling to visit her own 
adult children and their families.

BLOCK 1
SATURDAY
3 - 4 p.m.
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Leveraging Social Media for 
Business 

Angel Elo 
Salon C

Angel has you covered! In this session, you will learn tools 
and tricks you must know for social media platforms like 
Instagram, Pinterest, and blogging. Having consistent, 
proven strategies in these spaces will help you position 
your message, product, and brand so that they stand out 
in the noise.  Angel will be sharing the types of content 
you NEED to be sharing on every social platform regularly, 
tips to help you reach your target audience and ideal cus-
tomer without the algorithms getting in your way, and the 
must-have tools to help you create a winning social brand. 
If you’re ready to learn what it takes to rock social media 
for your brand, this training is for you.  

Angel, along with mothering two littles, is the owner of Hello 
Angel Rose blog. She has taken her love of writing and eight 
years of photography experience and turned it into a full-blown 
business for her family. Her mission is to inspire women to find 
the extraordinary in the ordinary. Whether giving them hacks to 
make it through the day or just an encouraging reminder, she 
has made a space for the mundane to be seen. Angel likes to 
describe herself as a multi-passionate “mompreneur,” is a 5 on 
the enneagram, and is happily married to her college sweet-
heart, Jarrod.

From School to Career
Griff Martin

Salon F

Whether your son or daughter is heading into college or 
transitioning right into a career from high school, Griff 
explains the key elements that plague many students in 
this arena. He also discusses the misconceptions that exist 
in the workplace and how adopting a different style of 
thinking is key to getting your career off to a great start 
while building layers of success.

A former homeschool student and now homeschool father of 
three, Griff Martin is a business development professional who 
has led successful business operations across multi-million-dollar 
markets. He has consistently been recognized as a top- 
performing team leader and sales professional and has worked 
with many business leaders in fortune 500 companies while 
also developing successful sales and marketing strategies and 
tactics. He is extremely passionate about seeing others win and 
becoming successful in what they are trying to accomplish and 
gets pure delight out of helping others realize what they are 
capable of. 

Stop Trying to Do Too Much!
Simplify What & How You’re 
Teaching! 

Kristi Clover
Simply Joyful Podcast 

Salon A/B

Homeschool families tend to bite off more than they can 
chew when it comes to curriculum choices. We fall in love 
with all the “shiny and fun” curriculum without coming up 
with a game plan for how to implement it all. Often times, 
we need to simplify what we are doing and even (gasp) 
ditch a little curriculum here and there. This practical 
workshop is filled with creative ideas on how to supple-
ment what you are already doing and easily plan out a 
simpler homeschool year (maybe even without curriculum 
for some subjects). See bio on page 11.

BLOCK 2
SATURDAY

3:15 - 4:15 p.m.



Giving Your Child a Love to Learn 
through a Living Education

Sarah Markman
Salon D/E

In this session we will discover the keys to understanding 
and implementing a Biblical Charlotte Mason Education. 
This quote from Charlotte Mason sums up her education-
al philosophy: “Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, 
a life.” In this session, we will be looking at these three 
aspects of homeschooling. Atmosphere speaks of the 
surroundings in which a child grows up. Discipline speaks 
of practicing good habits and character. Life speaks to the 
academics, offering children living books and ideas more 
than simply dry facts. Come taste and see a style of edu-
cation that will be a delight to you and your children! See 
bio on page 17.

Homeschooling Through High School
Niki Smith

Lobby/Courtyard Room

Niki Smith, an experienced homeschool mom, will share 
her own experiences and helpful guidance about home-
schooling through high school.  Planning courses, tran-
scripts, GPAs, how to prepare for college, ACTs, Mission 
trips, scholarships, extracurriculars, and more will all be 
covered in this informative session. Wondering how you 
can do this while you have other kids at home, work part-
time or don’t know how to teach algebra or chemistry? 
Wondering if homeschooling will hurt your kids’ chances 
for college acceptance or if they will miss out on things 
for being homeschooled in high school? This is the session 
for you!  Lots of information will be covered, and time will 
be given to ask questions. You will leave with a plan and 
feeling encouraged. See bio on page 34.
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