
Friday Workshops

Teaching Science at Home 
Dr. Jay Wile

Berean Builders
    Ambassador Room

If there is one subject that most homeschooling parents feel 
inadequate at teaching, it is science. Most parents don’t know 
how science should be covered throughout a student’s school-
ing, and many don’t think they know science well enough to 
teach it. In this seminar, Dr. Wile gives you an overview of how 
to teach science at home from the earliest years through high 
school. He stresses the differences between elementary and 
high school science and how to use the middle school years 
to bridge the two. He also surveys the curricula available to 
homeschooling parents and makes recommendations. 

See Dr. Jay Wile’s speaker bio on page 8.

The Newbie’s Guide to the Conference 
Todd & Pat Kangas\ Micah & Johanna Gelatt

Lobby/Courtyard

We want to introduce prospective homeschoolers to this 
conference. Where do I go? What sessions should I attend? 
How much money will I need in the vendor hall? And where’s 
the coffee? These and other important questions will be 
addressed. Micah and Johanna Gelatt, incoming president of 
MPE along with outgoing president, Todd and Pat Kangas will 
host this interactive session offering ideas of how to make the 
most of your time at the conference. If you are considering 
homeschooling and this is your first visit to our conference, 
this session is highly recommended. A continental breakfast 
will be offered.

Todd Kangas has been married for 40 years to his wife Pat. They 
are parents of eight children ages 38 to 18, grandparents of nine, 
and homeschoolers for 30 years. Todd has served as president of 
Midwest Parent Educators, a homeschool support group of over 
1,100 families for over 15 years. He is also conference chairman 
of the annual MPE Homeschool Conference and Curriculum Fair 
attracting over 110 vendors and 1,200 families. Pat is the heroine 
having taught eight children K-12. Six of her graduates have gone 
on to pursue additional education leading to a doctorate coming 
in May, an MBA, an MSW, BS, EMT certificate and a BA.

Micah and Johanna Gelatt are homeschooling parents to seven 
energetic children. They are the founders of Open Door Refu-
gee Ministries, a Christian outreach located in Kansas City, KS. 
They have homeschooled their children from the beginning and 
currently are raising their family on an urban farm that they af-
fectionately call The Little Farm in the Big City. They love to share 
highly practical truths to encourage and equip other homeschool-
ing families as they speak on marriage and parenting with much 
humor and lots of grace.

Your Kids Can Code - It’s Easier Than You 
Think!

Jeremy Moritz
Code for Teens

Holiday Inn - Truman Room

Prepare your kids to control their future. Software engineering 
is among the fastest-growing career paths in existence today, 
and it’s expected to only get bigger in the next generation. Your 
children and teenagers can learn valuable programming skills 
using the same languages that professionals use (all free tools!), 
and it doesn’t require your hovering supervision or any personal 
knowledge or learning on your part! But where to begin? What 
ages should they start? What languages should they learn? What 
resources actually work for children or teens? As a senior software 
engineer and homeschooling father of six kids, I’ve learned and 
developed valuable strategies to teach the next generation of 
programmers. Let me show you how!

Jeremy Moritz is the author of Code for Teens a highly enter-
taining, well-organized book teaching children and young teen-
agers how to write computer code. As a long time teacher and 
homeschooling father of six children, Jeremy has valuable insight 
into common learning habits and hang-ups of children and teen-
agers. And with an extensive background as a musical theater 
performer and director, he exhibits a flare for comedic writing 
that is sharp and entertaining. Jeremy and Christine – his book 
illustrator and devoted wife of 16 years – live with their children in 
Kansas City. Feel free to contact him at www.CodeForTeens.com!

Promoting Early Literacy
Allison Caplinger & Judy Cowin

Horizon Academy
Holiday Inn - Pershing Room

The information presented in this workshop is intended to inform, 
assist, and inspire parents to become more knowledgeable about 
promoting early literacy skills in young children. In this session 
Judy and Allison will discuss the importance of early reading 
screenings, early literacy skill development, early reading “red 
flags,” and potential intervention techniques. Studies have demon-
strated that reading problems become increasingly more resistant 
to intervention and treatment after the 3rd grade. Given this, 
early literacy screening of young children for potential problems 
with beginning literacy skills is particularly important and serves 
a variety of purposes. Early detection and intervention can help 
bridge the gap for students at risk for developing a reading dis-
ability like dyslexia by developing stronger connections between 
language-based centers of the brain. The presenters will discuss 
how multisensory instruction facilitates these neural pathways by 
integrating information from several modalities simultaneously: 
visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and tactile.

Judy Cowin earned her BA in Special Education K-12 from the 
Ohio State University. She is a licensed special education teacher 
with more than 20 years of experience supporting students with 
learning disabilities across school settings. She has implement-
ed Orton-Gillingham literacy intervention for 10 years. Allison 
Caplinger earned her MS in Speech-Language Pathology from 
University of Kansas. Both are ancillary staff at Horizon Academy 
located in Roeland Park, KS.

Block 1
Friday, 9-10 a.m.



Friday Workshops

A Crash Course from Creation to Christ
Linda Hobar

The Mystery of History
    Room A/B

Planning to teach ancient history? Need help integrating the 
Bible? Listen to Linda as she takes you from Creation to the 
birth of Christ in about an hour placing Biblical and secular his-
tory onto one amazing timeline. Like pieces of a mosaic, watch 
King Tut, King David, Nebuchadnezzar, Buddha, Cleopatra, 
and more come together in one picture to reveal the beautiful 
story of redemption found in Jesus Christ. Though designed to 
“teach the teachers,” students are welcome!

See Linda’s speaker bio on page 9.

H.E.L.P.! Hope in Educating Your Child with 
Learning Problems using RightStart Math 

Rachel Anderson
RightStart Math

Room C

Teaching is not for the faint of heart. Mix in a child with learn-
ing challenges and you may end up becoming very discour-
aged and possibly ready to throw in the towel. Be encouraged, 
you are NOT alone. Whether your child has been diagnosed 
with a learning challenge or simply doesn’t “get” math, Right-
Start Math can help. In this workshop, you will learn some 
teaching strategies and techniques that will help children with 
learning challenges.

Rachel Anderson has been homeschooling for 11 years. She 
has been married to Steve for 20 years and has been bless-
ed with four children. Prior to homeschooling, she graduated 
from Cincinnati Christian University with degrees in music and 
business. She worked in human resources and as a music 
minister. Once she had children and started to homeschool, 
she realized that one of her children had significant learning 
struggles. Rachel has used RightStart Math from kindergarten 
on. In fact, she has “graduated” two children from RightStart 
Math and has been thrilled with her kids’ understanding of 
math concepts.

The Write Questions: Inspiring Kids to Write 
through the Art of Storytelling
   Daniel Schwabauer

One Year Adventure Novel
Room D/E

Story is an essential tool in getting kids to love writing. Fortu-
nately, anyone can learn to create a compelling story—even 
kids who hate to write! Discover the five elements of a good 
story with award-winning author Daniel Schwabauer. Learn 
how to teach the basics of storytelling to your students by 
asking “The Write Questions.” As we discuss the fundamental 
basics of every gripping story, we’ll also look at what makes 
fiction an effective teaching tool, how to balance mechanics 
with imagination, and how to choose quality reading material. 
Story starters will help you jump-start your class. Your stu-
dents will learn to be better storytellers, and in the process 
gain a remarkable skill: the ability to see the world through 
someone else’s eyes.

Daniel Schwabauer holds a MA in Creative Writing from the 
University of Kansas. He is also the editor of Crosswind 
Comics and creator of The One Year Adventure Novel, 
Cover Story, and Byline writing programs for homeschool 
students. His professional work includes stage plays, radio 
scripts, short stories, newspaper columns, comic books, and 
scripting for the PBS animated series Auto-B-Good. Runt 
the Brave, Runt the Hunted, and The Curse of the Seer, 
his young adult novels from AMG Publishers, have received 
numerous awards, including the 2005 Ben Franklin Award for 
Best New Voice in Children’s Literature and the 2008 Eric Hof-
fer Award. He and his family make their home in Olathe, KS.

Textbook Inaccuracies
Brian Young
MasterBooks

Room F

Even Christian textbooks often misrepresent what science truly 
is. See how easily humanistic or evolutionary philosophies 
creep into the textbooks and why it is important to select 
materials that are sound Biblically and scientifically. You may 
be shocked to hear how we begin to believe things that aren’t 
accurate simply because it has been repeated so many times.

Brian Young, an internationally known speaker and author, 
was a teacher and principal for 10 years before becoming 
director of Creation Instruction Association. He has now been 
speaking on the topic of creation and Biblical authority for 20 
years, debating at universities, visiting prisons, and sharing at 
churches, schools, and camps around the world. He uses the 
Bible as the foundation for science and education.

Block 2
Friday, 9:15-10:15 a.m.



Friday Workshops

Frustrated, Perfectionistic Kids: Guiding & 
Changing Their Behavior 

Dr. Kathy Koch
Celebrate Kids, Inc.

    Ambassador Room

Are your children easily frustrated by their mistakes – even 
small ones? Do they give up too quickly when something is 
hard? Do they resist taking risks? Do they want everything 
to be easy and is getting them to put forth effort like pulling 
teeth? Learn what contributes to all of this and what to do. 
Ideas will be practical, realistic, and relevant to all ages.

See Dr. Kathy Koch’s speaker bio on page 9.

Beginner’s Tips & Tricks 
Rose Gerringer
Lobby/Courtyard

A session geared toward folks near the beginning of their 
homeschool journey. This session paints the big picture of how 
families accomplish academics and a whole lot more. You will 
leave with a list of resources to begin or enhance your home-
school adventure. This session will repeated Saturday at 
10:45 a.m. in Room C.

Rose Gerringer began home educating her five children in 
1996. Her family now includes in-laws and grandkids as well 
as two high schoolers. Rose serves as the coordinator for the 
annual MPE Conference workshops.

Winning the College Tuition Game: Starting 
Early & Earning College Credit in High School 
  Stacy Turner

Missouri Western State University
Holiday Inn - Truman Room

Did you know that your high school student can get an early 
start on college coursework at a significantly reduced tuition 
rate? Learn more about dual enrollment, student eligibility, 
college advisement, enrollment requirements, transferability, 
and potential coursework.

Stacy Turner is the coordinator for Missouri Western State Uni-
versity’s Dual Enrollment program. She has been at Missouri 
Western, located in St. Joseph, for sixteen years, with the 
last fourteen spent overseeing the program. Previously, Stacy 
was the Director of Children & Youth Ministries at Westmin-
ster Presbyterian Church. Since taking leadership of the dual 
credit/dual enrollment program, Stacy increased program 
enrollment by over 51% and the number of available courses 
increased by 85%. She advocated for the policy allowing ho-
meschool high school students to enroll in online and on-cam-
pus courses as dual enrollment students.

Good News Club…Taking the Gospel to Public 
Schools!

Christy Heath
Child Evangelism Fellowship

Holiday Inn - Pershing Room

Through a June 11, 2001, U.S. Supreme Court ruling in favor 
of Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF), God has opened the 
doors for thousands of after-school Good News Clubs to take 
place in public elementary schools all across our nation! Hear 
exciting reports of how God is working today through this 
life-changing ministry to our school children and their families. 
Learn practical steps of how YOU can join in God’s kingdom 
work by having a Good News Club in your public elementary 
school or other community location. Children are the world’s 
most fruitful mission field…the time to reach the next genera-
tion is NOW!

Christy Heath is the local director for Child Evangelism Fel-
lowship of the Greater Kansas City Area. She has served full 
time on staff as a CEF missionary since 1993. Christy holds a 
BS degree in Elementary Education from Murray State Univer-
sity (Murray, KY) and an MS degree in Biblical Studies from 
Calvary Theological Seminary (Kansas City, MO). She and her 
husband, Aaron, have been married for over 30 years and live 
in Raymore, MO. Christy’s passion is to equip, encourage, and 
challenge the local church for evangelizing and discipling chil-
dren for Christ in the church and in community outreach.

Block 1
Friday, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
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Motivating the Reluctant Learner
Krisa Winn

HSLDA
    Room A/B

Could you use some encouragement and strategies to help 
re-ignite your student? If so, this session is for you! Research 
is showing that curiosity could be the key to motivating kids to 
learn. With a little ‘theory’ and a whole lot of practical appli-
cation, Krisa will equip parents with the tools they need to tap 
into their child’s God-given gift of curiosity and motivate their 
reluctant learner.

See Krisa’s speaker bio on page 9.

How Green is Your STEM?: Connecting Science, 
Technology, Engineering & Math to the Kitchen

Christy Allen
Tower Garden

Room C

One practical application of STEM is students growing their 
own produce on a state of the art aeroponic gardening sys-
tem. The Tower Garden (developed at EPCOT/NASA) exposes 
students to the engineering and assembling of the system 
itself, to growing nutritious produce, picking, preparing and 
eating healthy food. The varied and tested Tower Garden 
lesson plans, free for educators, follows national STEM guide-
lines. Students have fun studying plants while learning new 
technologies that address environmental and health challeng-
es. Kitchen science lets students take the fruits of their labor 
and create nutritious meals. Children learn about the benefits 
of eating well while having fun growing their own food. Some 
young entrepreneurs even use the Tower Garden as a busi-
ness model, growing produce for farmer’s markets. Students 
are fully engaged in the learning process utilizing self-reflec-
tion and assessment questioning, data gathering, communica-
tion, evidence-based claims, and critical thinking.

Christy Allen has been involved in the study of nutrition and 
health for over 14 years. Her passion for educating others 
on the benefits of whole foods has put her in front of many 
audiences nationwide. Since 2012 she has become an urban 
farmer, growing her own produce in Tower Gardens. That 
experience combined with her years in the field of education 
gives her a unique perspective on the concepts of hands-on 
learning, reasoning, and results-oriented efforts. A mother of 
an adult son who was diagnosed with Asperger’s Syndrome at 
a young age, she dedicated herself to increasing his ability to 
learn through optimal nutrition.

Avoiding Burnout; Achieving Balance
   Kathie Morrissey

The Character Corner
Room D/E

As homeschooling parents struggle to get everything done 
that needs to be done, often they end up with homeschool 
burnout. It doesn’t take much to throw things out of balance, 
so we must be aware of some of the “enemies” that get you 
off balance and lead to burnout. Kathie will address the issues 
of physical, emotional, and spiritual burnout as well as the 
need for self-renewal.

Kathie Morrissey is the mother of eight children, wife to Alan 
for 38 years, and a committed homeschooling mom of 31 
years. She is the founder of The Character Corner, where she 
loves to blog about parenting, family life, homeschooling, 
and life in general. Kathie is a popular speaker at homeschool 
conventions and support groups, as well as ladies’ retreats. 
She is also the author of two popular character curriculums, 
and several other books written to encourage parents and help 
them parent with purpose. Her heart’s desire is to help and 
encourage parents to be purposeful in raising Godly children 
with strong Christian character, who walk in purity, and have a 
heart for God.

Keeping Your Family Safe Online
Adam Claxton

Room F

Deception and licentiousness – these are part of the fallen 
human condition. Today the internet and mobile devices have 
made it much harder for parents to protect their children from 
the ravages of sin. This workshop will give you practical tools 
to do your job as a parent of protecting your family from the 
world, the devil, and your children’s own flesh in the digital 
age. Topics will include an overview of the problems facing 
parents on the digital landscape, computer and mobile device 
management for parents, web filtering and reporting, and 
practical tips for exercising godly wisdom in a digital age.

Adam Claxton is the Director of Digital for an investment 
management firm in Kansas City with oversight of the creation 
and maintenance of the firm’s public websites. His responsi-
bilities keep him current on the digital landscape and in those 
who would do harm online. In addition, Adam is the Director 
of Children and Youth Ministries for Red Bridge Baptist Church, 
with responsibility for teaching and leading ministry from kin-
dergarten through college.

Block 2
Friday, 10:45-11:45 a.m.

Lunch
Noon - 1 p.m.
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The Most Exciting Science Related to Creation 
Dr. Jay Wile

Berean Builders
    Ambassador Room

In this lecture, Dr. Wile discusses what he thinks is the most 
exciting scientific evidence that supports creation. He reviews 
the groundbreaking study that indicates that the vast majority 
of human DNA is functional, which directly contradicts what 
evolutionists have been teaching for more than 40 years. He 
discusses how radioactive carbon in dinosaur bones demon-
strates that they can’t be millions of years old, which leads to 
a discussion of the exciting soft tissue that has been found in 
many different dinosaur fossils. He then ends with a discussion 
of the mutually beneficial relationships that exist between dif-
ferent species and how they demonstrate the original design 
of creation.

See Dr. Jay Wile’s speaker bio on page 8.

Managing Multi-Level Teaching 
Kathie Morrissey

The Character Corner
Lobby/Courtyard

There are no easy answers to teaching a number of children 
of different ages, and there’s no doubt that doing so is a real 
challenge that requires patience and creativity. Though we 
may feel it’s pushing us to our limits, it provides opportunities 
for our kids to learn responsibility, independence, and self-con-
trol. Kathie Morrissey, mother of eight children, will share 
many practical tips and ideas to make your school time more 
productive and your job easier.

Kathie Morrissey is the mother of eight children, wife to Alan 
for 38 years, and a committed homeschooling mom of 31 
years. She is the founder of The Character Corner, where she 
loves to blog about parenting, family life, homeschooling, 
and life in general. Kathie is a popular speaker at homeschool 
conventions and support groups, as well as ladies’ retreats. 
She is also the author of two popular character curriculums, 
and several other books written to encourage parents and help 
them parent with purpose. Her heart’s desire is to help and 
encourage parents to be purposeful in raising Godly children 
with strong Christian character, who walk in purity, and have a 
heart for God.

Defending Homeschooling During Times of 
Tragedy: When the Media & Your Friends Claim 
Homeschool Laws Let Parents Abuse Their Kids
   Scott Woodruff

HSLDA
Holiday Inn - Truman Room

When a criminal does terrible things to his homeschooled 
child, you can count on the media to say the REAL problem is 
“loose homeschool laws.” This session will provide a common 
sense, compassionate answer to the media’s emotional and 
poorly grounded claims and equip you to defend homeschool 
freedom among your circle of friends and acquaintances.

Scott Woodruff, a follower of Christ since 1971, earned his law 
degree from the University of Virginia. After working for John 
Ashcroft, and subsequently a major regional insurance com-
pany, Scott joined the HSLDA team in 1998. He has assisted 
thousands in dealings with social workers, police officers, tru-
ant officers, principals, superintendents, judges and prosecut-
ing attorneys, and has testified before many state legislatures 
to advance homeschool freedom. Scott now assists HSLDA 
members in Arkansas, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, 
Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, South Dakota, and Virginia.
Scott and Jane have three adult homeschooled children and a 
very special five-year-old.

The Misunderstood ART
Ariel Holcomb

Artistic Pursuits Inc.
Holiday Inn - Pershing Room

What ideas hold you back from teaching art at home? It’s time 
to debunk common myths about art! Gain a fresh perspective 
that allows you to cultivate focus, individuality, and create 
deeper connections with your kids through skills gained in 
art class. Learn to simplify art class. Spot quality instruction. 
Understand artistic development and utilize these stages with 
ease. Join Ariel and discover what art education can do for 
your family.

Ariel Holcomb has over 10 years of experience cultivating 
skills and confidence in kids ages 3-18 through creative and 
performance arts instruction. A homeschooler herself, Ariel 
graduated from Metro State University with a BA in Theatre 
Performance and is currently pursuing her MA in Marriage and 
Family Counseling from Liberty University. Ariel has worked 
for ARTistic Pursuits since 2008 and appears as the video 
host in new volumes released this year. Her passions include 
cultivating the value of arts education in all areas of family and 
professional life and supporting parents in empowering their 
children through creative arts.

Block 1
Friday, 1-2 p.m.
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Mary and Martha Decide to Homeschool: 
A Workshop for Marys Only!

Linda Hobar
The Mystery of History

    Room A/B

Let’s pretend that Mary and Martha decide to homeschool. 
Following their character, Martha would probably have all her 
plans in place (and be frustrated), and Mary would probably 
be at the feet of Jesus (and way behind schedule). We all have 
a little of Mary and Martha is us, but this workshop is designed 
to encourage Marys who love the Lord and their children but 
need help and structure to successfully homeschool. The 
presenter of this workshop is a self-proclaimed Mary - who 
managed to homeschool for 17 years, and still likes to talk 
about it.

See Linda’s speaker bio on page 9.

Understanding Learning & Behavioral 
Disorders in a New Way: What the Latest 
Research Indicates about ADHD, ASD, & Other 
Learning Challenges 

Rebecca Bolich & Roxanne Evans
Brain Balance Achievement Centers

Room C

Rebecca and Roxanne will be presenting on the latest brain 
research as it relates to neuro-behavioral disorders. They 
will offer an in-depth look on brain development and how 
it impacts children. In addition, parents will learn strategies 
and tools that are both helpful and harmful to the developing 
brain. Information will be presented about the Brain Balance 
program and how it is helping children reach their unlimited 
potential.

Rebecca is the center director at Brain Balance Overland Park 
and has worked there for eight years. Rebecca’s calling is to 
help children overcome their unique challenges and see them 
reach their full potential. Rebecca graduated from the Uni-
versity of Kansas with a BS in Health & Physical Education. 
Roxanne Evans is a Brain Balance Mom and now Center Own-
er. She received her education/early childhood development 
degree from the University of Central Missouri. She taught 3rd 
and 4th grade in the Lee’s Summit district. Roxanne and her 
husband Aaron have been married 20 years and have four 
boys.

You Can Homeschool Your Struggling Learner— 
& We Can Help!
   Krisa Winn

HSLDA
Room D/E

In this workshop, Krisa discusses common roadblocks home-
schooling parents face (and how to navigate around them) as 
well as strategies for success with your children who learn dif-
ferently. This workshop also provides an overview of HSLDA’s 
Struggling Learner/Special Needs Department and the many 
resources we provide to both members and non-members.

See Krisa’s speaker bio on page 9.

Missouri State Law & Record-Keeping 101
Janelle Gaskell

Room F

Be informed! Missouri State Law & Record-Keeping basics for 
those who are new to homeschooling in Missouri or those 
wanting a refresher to make sure they are current. We will be 
discussing the Compulsory Attendance Law and how it relates 
to homeschooling families. The items we need to keep will 
be discussed in detail and why those items make sense. We 
will go over logging hours, what to count and how to count 
that time. Examples will be shown of lesson plans, log of hour 
sheets, and portfolios of work. Being informed empowers us 
to be confident and protects our rights in our homeschooling 
journeys!

Janelle Gaskell, homeschooling mom of five, gives uplifting 
and, hopefully, humorous presentations on homeschooling and 
parenting throughout the KC Metro area. She is the current 
co-leader of the Lee’s Summit Home Educators group. Having 
two high school graduates, her family continues on their ho-
meschooling path with 16-year-old man-twins and a 10-year-
old son. Her prayer is that you are informed, challenged, and 
have a deeper understanding of the importance of being REAL 
with yourself on your homeschool journey while glorifying God 
in the process.

Block 2
Friday, 1:15-2:15 p.m.
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College and Faith: What’s the REAL Story?
Dr. Jay Wile

Berean Builders
    Ambassador Room 

Learn about common causes of motivation problems and three 
things children must believe in order to be motivated in the 
right direction. Learn many practical and realistic ideas such 
as how to effectively use positive and negative consequenc-
es, how to compliment and correct (and not criticize), which 
character qualities to prioritize, and the four roles parents 
must play in order to increase children’s motivation to learn, 
succeed, and obey. Ideas will be relevant to all ages.

See Dr. Jay Wile’s speaker bio on page 9.

Avoiding the Mistakes That May Cost You Your 
Kids: Wise Advice in Dealing With Social 
Services Investigations 

Scott Woodruff
HSLDA

Lobby/Courtyard

Social workers can and do take children. Sometimes it’s the 
right thing—but all too often it’s a terrible abuse of power that 
could have been prevented if the parents had known the right 
thing to do or say at the right time. If a social worker knocks 
on your door, she won’t give you a few days to educate your-
self. Do it now.

Scott Woodruff, a follower of Christ since 1971, earned his law 
degree from the University of Virginia. After working for John 
Ashcroft, and subsequently a major regional insurance com-
pany, Scott joined the HSLDA team in 1998. He has assisted 
thousands in dealings with social workers, police officers, tru-
ant officers, principals, superintendents, judges and prosecut-
ing attorneys, and has testified before many state legislatures 
to advance homeschool freedom. Scott now assists HSLDA 
members in Arkansas, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, 
Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, South Dakota, and Virginia.
Scott and Jane have three adult homeschooled children and a 
very special five-year-old.

Winning the Hearts of Your Children
   Kathie Morrissey

The Character Corner
Holiday Inn - Truman Room

The most important thing we can do as we raise our kids 
is strive to win and keep their hearts! When we have their 
hearts, we are able to influence them and their values. That is 
one of the main reasons many parents feel led to homeschool 
their children – so THEY can be the ones influencing their 
children’s values. When we fail to win their hearts, or that 
heart connection becomes weak, our kids will often begin to 
look to their friends for relationship, and no longer be open to 
our teaching. Kathie will share some things to avoid that often 
lead to losing their hearts, and then give six key things to help 
you win and keep their hearts.

Kathie Morrissey is the mother of eight children, wife to Alan 
for 38 years, and a committed homeschooling mom of 31 
years. She is the founder of The Character Corner, where she 
loves to blog about parenting, family life, homeschooling, 
and life in general. Kathie is a popular speaker at homeschool 
conventions and support groups, as well as ladies’ retreats. 
She is also the author of two popular character curriculums, 
and several other books written to encourage parents and help 
them parent with purpose. Her heart’s desire is to help and 
encourage parents to be purposeful in raising Godly children 
with strong Christian character, who walk in purity, and have a 
heart for God.

Making A Difference: Children with Character
Bob Logan

Accelerated Christian Education
Holiday Inn - Pershing Room

What can you instill into your children that will count for time 
and eternity? Teaching them a Christ-centered character that 
yields social, scholastic, and spiritual growth is the answer. 
What a difference a child with Godly character could make in 
this world!

Bob Logan has a heart for Christian education. He served as a 
Christian school supervisor and principal for 38 years and ran 
an after-school math and reading program for 15 years. He 
and his wife Donna have five grown children who graduated 
with an individualized bible-based curriculum. Mr. Logan now 
serves as a ministry representative for Accelerated Christian 
Education reaching the world for Christ one child at a time.

Block 1
Friday, 2:30-3:30 p.m.
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Six Artists of the Renaissance That Everyone 
Ought to Know

Linda Hobar
The Mystery of History

    Room A/B

Need to brush up on art history? Want a better grasp on the 
classic artworks of the Renaissance? Join Linda for a delightful 
presentation of six major artists of the renaissance that every-
one ought to know. This fact-filled lecture includes beautiful 
family-friendly slides of some of the world’s most famous mas-
terpieces and a fun test for students of all ages. This informa-
tive session welcomes novices and connoisseurs alike.

See Linda’s speaker bio on page 9.

Experience Excellence in Writing
Chris Aldrich

Institute for Excellence in Writing
Room C

Come and discover award-winning Excellence in Writing, 
a method of teaching composition that really works. Using 
this program, students of all ages will learn to write stories, 
reports, and essays with style. This workshop will give you 
an overview of the program and show you how you can get 
started.

Chris Aldrich is a registered instructor with the Institute for 
Excellence in Writing. For 16 years she has instructed her three 
children at home. As a homeschool graduate from before the 
turn of the century, she remembers the days when homeschool-
ing was not cool. Until she found Andrew Pudewa’s invaluable 
writing program, Chris and her children were plagued with a la-
borious yet fruitless writing experience. Now they relish a sweet 
harvest, and she seeks to help others find the same.

Speed Cleaning & Organizing Your Home in 
Half the Time!
   Laura Dellutri

Room D/E

Nationally known home and lifestyle expert Laura Dellutri can 
teach even the most disorganized person to clean their home 
in half the time. Armed with tried and true secrets she learned 
from the cleaning industry, her tips will keep you organized 
and in control of your household. She will teach you how to 
work smarter and not hard.

Always equipped with savvy tips and ideas, Laura Dellutri’s 
timely messages come from a place of experience and good-
old-fashioned midwestern common sense. From parenting to 
running a household and even running a successful business, 
she covers the gamut with her wry sense of humor and fun, 
engaging audiences of all ages and backgrounds. She is a 
public speaker, radio and television personality, and the author 
of four books. Laura travels all over the country to share her 
home keeping and lifestyle tips. Laura has appeared on many 
local and national radio and television shows. Her cleaning tips 
and advice have also been featured in many National maga-
zines.

Unschooling: Redefined
Kellista Keaton

Room F

Have you ever been curious about unschooling? The very word 
stirs up images of children left to themselves for hours in the 
woods or with unregulated screen time. True unschooling is 
just the opposite. Join us as we dispel unschooling myths and 
redefine unschooling as it was intended to be. We will also 
discuss ways to meet state homeschooling requirements while 
unschooling, record keeping and unschooling documentation 
methods, and how to set up a successful unschooling environ-
ment. The session will conclude with Q & A time.

Kellista holds a MS in Early Childhood Education and is a grad-
uate of Ottawa University’s elementary education program. In 
2013, she left the Olathe school district and launched her own 
inquiry-based education program that serves the Kansas City 
metro area. She leads the Kansas City Project-Based Homes-
chooling group. Kellista and her husband of 10 years, Jimmy, 
unschool their two (awesome) special needs children. Through 
this method of schooling, her children have flourished. Both 
in her homeschool and education program, Kellista acts as a 
mentor, providing support and encouragement along the way.

Block 2
Friday, 2:45-3:45 p.m.



Friday Workshops

Motivation Matters: Instill Hope
Dr. Kathy Koch

Celebrate Kids, Inc.
    Ambassador Room 

Learn about common causes of motivation problems and three 
things children must believe in order to be motivated in the 
right direction. Learn many practical and realistic ideas such 
as how to effectively use positive and negative consequenc-
es, how to compliment and correct (and not criticize), which 
character qualities to prioritize, and the four roles parents 
must play in order to increase children’s motivation to learn, 
succeed, and obey. Ideas will be relevant to all ages.

See Dr. Kathy Koch’s speaker bio on page 8.

Rites of Passage – Equipping Our Children for 
the World

Micah & Johanna Gelatt
Lobby/Courtyard

This is a unique workshop you do not want to miss. Planning 
out the right curriculum and extracurricular activities are 
important parts of homeschooling the mind of a child. But do 
these things alone ensure that our children mature as adults 
and are equipped with the right tools to thrive in the world? 
In this highly engaging workshop, the Gelatts will teach you 
several rites of passage they have put together and are suc-
cessfully using on their seven children. These highly practical 
rites of passage will give you the tools to prepare your children 
how to think critically about the world, how to navigate in the 
world, and how to have a heart of compassion for the world. 
You will leave this workshop with many tools and resourc-
es and an excitement to begin developing your own rites of 
passage. This workshop will revolutionize how you think about 
raising children.

Micah and Johanna Gelatt are homeschooling parents to 
seven energetic children. They are the founders of Open Door 
Refugee Ministries, a Christian outreach located in Kansas City, 
KS. They have homeschooled their children from the beginning 
and currently are raising their family on an urban farm that 
they affectionately call The Little Farm in the Big City. They 
love to share highly practical truths to encourage and equip 
other homeschooling families as they speak on marriage and 
parenting with much humor and lots of grace.

The Logic of English: A Way to See Words that 
Changes Everything!
   Janelle Kampe

Logic of English
Holiday Inn - Truman Room

Your understanding of English will be transformed! We will 
reveal tools that explain 98% of English words. No longer will 
you need to tell your children “that is an exception” when they 
misread or misspell a word. You will learn: 1) the rule that 
explains the two sounds for C in accent, 2) three of the nine 
reasons for a Silent Final E, 3) why we drop the Silent Final E 
in servicing but not in serviceable, 4) why many math- and sci-
ence-minded kids struggle with reading and spelling - and why 
this reflects their gifts, not their shortcomings. You will leave 
wondering why someone didn’t tell you this in kindergarten!

Janelle Kampe is a homeschool mom of four children, who 
loves Jesus, coffee, chocolate, and her family. She has been 
using Logic of English curriculum for four years and has seen 
her children’s reading and spelling skills improve significantly. 
She is married to Paul, who serves as the Vice President for 
Logic of English. Together they make their home in Red Wing, 
MN.

Getting the Most Out of High School & Beyond
   Joshua and Molly Claxton

Holiday Inn - Pershing Room

Feeling overwhelmed about your student’s high school educa-
tion and looming graduation? Seeking to navigate the many 
options open to high schoolers and graduating seniors? Learn 
about dual enrollment opportunities, senior trips and social ac-
tivities, graduation ceremonies, academic honors recognitions, 
and more! We’ll discuss opportunities available on both sides 
of the state line and share our own experiences as homes-
chool alumni.

Molly and Joshua Claxton were both homeschooled K-12 and 
graduated with MPE and FHE, respectively. Molly continued 
with her involvement with MPE through the Exchange City 
program and as the graduation coordinator for several years. 
Joshua and Molly met during their time at Calvary Univer-
sity where Joshua majored in advanced biblical studies and 
Molly majored in theatre arts. Joshua is now on the corporate 
meetings and events team at a health information technology 
company while Molly works part time as an executive adminis-
trator and as a stay-at-home mom to their daughter, Adelaide. 
They are active in ministry through their church, and Molly is 
currently serving as the Youth Leadership Team coordinator 
for this year’s MPE Conference.

Block 1
Friday, 4-5 p.m.



Friday Workshops

Keeping Perspective on Progress
Krisa Winn

HSLDA
    Room A/B

Do you ever wonder, “Are we really on the right track”? Most 
likely, the answer to that question is, “Yes!” It is very possible 
that progress is being made, but not in the way you are hop-
ing or expecting. In this workshop, Krisa points out the some-
times-forgotten areas of progress. She also provides teaching 
strategies, assessment ideas, and other resources that will 
help you persevere when it seems your efforts are in vain.

See Krisa’s speaker bio on page 9.

When the Animals Want to Run the Zoo: How 
to Parent Teens

Scott Woodruff
HSLDA

Room C

Hands down, the toughest years of parenting are from 12 to 
18. Most parents flounder around, make lots of mistakes, kick 
themselves numerous times, and fall on their face in grateful 
worship when their child final arrives at stable adulthood. But 
it can be better—much better. This session will open your 
eyes and encourage you to completely rethink your concept of 
teen-hood and adolescence and offer you a foundation for a 
healthy and happy transition to adulthood.

Scott Woodruff, a follower of Christ since 1971, earned his law 
degree from the University of Virginia. After working for John 
Ashcroft, and subsequently a major regional insurance com-
pany, Scott joined the HSLDA team in 1998. He has assisted 
thousands in dealings with social workers, police officers, tru-
ant officers, principals, superintendents, judges and prosecut-
ing attorneys, and has testified before many state legislatures 
to advance homeschool freedom. Scott now assists HSLDA 
members in Arkansas, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, 
Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, South Dakota, and Virginia.
Scott and Jane have three adult homeschooled children and a 
very special five-year-old.

Parent Intervention: Get Your Kids to Clean, No 
Excuses, No Whining
   Laura Dellutri

Room D/E

Nationally known home and lifestyle expert Laura Dellutri gives 
you the magic formula to get your children to clean. Laura 
offers age appropriate chores from age 2 through college age. 
This seminar is designed as a parent intervention, teaching 
you to hold your children accountable, inspect their work, and 
set them up for a lifetime of success in college, the workplace, 
and their own households.

Always equipped with savvy tips and ideas, Laura Dellutri’s 
timely messages come from a place of experience and good-
old-fashioned midwestern common sense. From parenting to 
running a household and even running a successful business, 
she covers the gamut with her wry sense of humor and fun, 
engaging audiences of all ages and backgrounds. She is a 
public speaker, radio and television personality, and the author 
of four books. Laura travels all over the country to share her 
home keeping and lifestyle tips. Laura has appeared on many 
local and national radio and television shows. Her cleaning tips 
and advice have also been featured in many National maga-
zines.

Nature Study and Journaling
Shawna Ketter

Room F

Nature Study can be a valuable rhythm to create into your 
homeschool day. Allowing our children to be free to experience 
the outdoors on a regular basis, to breathe in God’s creation 
and make connections of their own is a delight. Learn how to 
reflect, record, respond, and remember together through jour-
naling. Creating space for awe and wonder of His creation in 
your day can create peace, focus awareness, enhance mem-
ory, cultivate creativity, and it is just a whole lot of fun. Learn 
the essentials needed to start journaling, create your own 
journal page, and walk away encouraged to implement nature 
study and journaling in your home.

Shawna Ketter is a homeschool mama to four spirited, creative 
children and wife to her best friend. The heart of their homes-
chool is raising kids that are “rooted” in God and who find joy 
in Him. Most days they are outdoors in God’s creation wonder-
ing and wandering while learning together. Her favorite and
the most refining part of homeschooling is the relationships 
they are building. Out of a desire to encourage families to 
make meaningful connections and explore outdoors she start-
ed a nature group called Wild + Free KC. She enjoys encour-
aging other moms in their unique homeschool journey.

Block 2
Friday, 4:15-5:15 p.m.



Friday Workshops

Your Child’s Brain: Learning More with the 8 
Great Smarts

Dr. Kathy Koch
Celebrate Kids, Inc.

    Ambassador Room 

All children have eight intelligences that can be awakened, 
strengthened, and used when learning. Each smart will be 
defined and explained so you can determine which ones are 
strengths for your children and how to teach with them. Re-
teaching with a variety of smarts is especially effective. You’ll 
also learn how children might be getting into trouble through 
their greatest smarts and how they’re relevant to spiritual 
growth and career choice.

See Dr. Kathy Koch’s speaker bio on page 8.

Come Blow Your Horn!
Jacki Woeppel

R.E.W. Music
Lobby/Courtyard

This session is brought to you by Kansas City’s premier home-
school band and orchestra program. In this fun-filled, fast-
paced session your child will get to see, hear, and be involved 
in the excitement that awaits them on their journey to making 
music. Witness the joy our students experience while the 
orchestra and Jazz bands perform. Explore making sounds on 
a variety of instruments. Chat with parents of our students to 
get insight to their experience. The R.E.W. Home School Band 
and Orchestra is the only program in the KC area that provides 
the full large ensemble playing experience with the resources 
to incorporate a variety of auxiliary and harmony instruments. 
Come by and try an instrument.

Jacki has been working with students for over 40 years to 
bring the rewarding world of music to life. Thinking outside 
the box, she has been able to get students to feel and en-
joy the process of making music while achieving numerous 
accolades. With a Bachelor of Music Education and Music 
Special Education degree from Wichita State University she 
has a unique insight to working with students of all abilities. 
Her homeschool bands and orchestras are full of energy and 
excitement while employing techniques that allow students to 
succeed and have fun learning. This past seven years teaching 
homeschoolers has been her most rewarding experience so 
far!

Feeding Their Minds…Without Losing Their 
Hearts
   Micah & Johanna Gelatt

Room A/B
As homeschooling parents, there are so many things that pull 
at us for attention: curriculum choices, sports, desire to excel 
academically, extracurricular activities, getting kids ready for 
college. All of these are good things, but if we are not careful, 
academics and the many extracurricular choices can make 
us lose focus on what is most important – the hearts of our 
children. Feeding the minds of our children with the 3 R’s has 
great value, but nourishing their hearts is worth far more. In 
this workshop, the Gelatts will breath fresh air into your ho-
meschooling sails as they show you practically how to connect 
with your child’s heart while you feed their minds. During your 
busy season of homeschooling, they will teach how to priori-
tize your day, and to be intentional at capturing the hearts of 
your children.

Micah and Johanna Gelatt are homeschooling parents to 
seven energetic children. They are the founders of Open Door 
Refugee Ministries, a Christian outreach located in Kansas City, 
KS. They have homeschooled their children from the beginning 
and currently are raising their family on an urban farm that 
they affectionately call The Little Farm in the Big City. They 
love to share highly practical truths to encourage and equip 
other homeschooling families as they speak on marriage and 
parenting with much humor and lots of grace.

Nutrition 101: Healthy Brain in a Toxic World
Sera Johnson

Choosing Healthy Life
Room C

Learn how to train up a healthy generation in a world full of 
convenience food and harmful toxins using award-winning nu-
trition and health curriculum “Nutrition 101: Choose Life!” for 
all grades and ages. Discover God’s good food that supports 
a healthy brain and the body’s ability to eliminate harmful 
toxins. Plus, find out how aromatherapy supports optimal brain 
health and learning potential.

Sera Johnson is a wife, 13-year homeschooling mother of 
four, founder of Choosing Healthy Life, Inc., co-author of 
award-winning, nutrition and health curriculum Nutrition 
101: Choose Life!, Young Living Essential Oils Royal Crown 
Diamond and essential oils and natural health educator. Since 
2006, Sera has been empowering families to take control of 
their health and grasp ahold of God’s wellness, purpose, and 
abundance for their lives.

Block 1
Friday, 5:30-6:30 p.m.

Block 2
Friday, 5:30-6:30 p.m.



Learning to REACH’em, Not Just TEACH’em!
   Janelle Gaskell

Room D/E

We all have ways that we process information most effectively. 
It stands to reason that in order to really REACH our students, 
we need to know and understand these ways to process 
information. This presentation will be discussing the different 
learning styles of our children. We will be defining these learn-
ing styles and their identifying characteristics. Discussing ways 
to add creative ideas to our curriculum, which touch on these 
particular learning styles, will help to enhance our classrooms 
to not just teach our students, but truly REACH them!

Janelle Gaskell, homeschooling mom of five, gives uplifting 
and, hopefully, humorous presentations on homeschooling and 
parenting throughout the KC Metro area. She is the current 
co-leader of the Lee’s Summit Home Educators group. Having 
two high school graduates, her family continues on their ho-
meschooling path with 16-year-old man-twins and a 10-year-
old son. Her prayer is that you are informed, challenged, and 
have a deeper understanding of the importance of being REAL 
with yourself on your homeschool journey while glorifying God 
in the process.

Math Outside the Book
Nancy Bjorkman
Heppner’s Legacy

Room F

This interactive workshop will cover the why’s and how’s of 
using games to bring math to life and increase understanding 
in students. We’ll discuss how to use games to enhance any 
curriculum. We’ll then dive into a highly visual and interactive 
review of games to use for specific goals, e.g. understanding 
number basics, mastering basic math facts, grasping the base-
ten system, using multiple operations, and more.

Nancy Bjorkman’s 20 years of homeschool experience and her 
enthusiastic encouragement in many educational and practi-
cal topics make her a popular speaker with homeschoolers. 
She and her husband own Heppner’s Legacy, a homeschool 
store in Elk River, MN, where they delight in ministering to the 
unique needs of families year round.
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Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, 
  So are the children of one’s youth.

Psalm 127:4



Saturday Workshops

Reasonable Faith: The Scientific Case for 
Christianity

Dr. Jay Wile
Berean Builders

Ambassador Room

This seminar is based on Dr. Jay Wile’s book, Reasonable 
Faith: The Scientific Case for Christianity. It provides a step-
by-step argument that shows science provides an enormous 
amount of evidence for the validity of the Christian faith. He 
first demonstrates how natural science clearly points to the 
existence of a Creator. He then shows how historical and social 
science show that the best source of information regarding 
the Creator is the Holy Bible. Finally, he shows the objective 
medical and historical evidence that indicates the Bible has, in-
deed, been inspired by God. Pulling from such broad scientific 
disciplines as nuclear physics, chemistry, biology, archaeology, 
literary criticism, sociology, medicine, and historical science, 
Dr. Wile’s argument is extremely persuasive. Everyone who 
leaves this seminar will have increased faith in the reality of 
the Christian experience.

See Dr. Jay Wile’s speaker bio on page 8.

Technology’s Influence Over Kid’s Beliefs & 
Behaviors

Dr. Kathy Koch
Celebrate Kids, Inc.

Lobby/Courtyard

Many children are more ungrateful and argumentative than 
we ever thought they’d be. Do yours complain frequently and 
get bored quickly? You’re not alone. Technology is powerful 
and helpful in many ways. Yet, it can also contribute to chil-
dren’s unhealthy beliefs (e.g., I deserve to be happy), neg-
ative attitudes and character (e.g., impatience, entitlement, 
self-centeredness), and unwise actions (e.g., isolation, ignor-
ing authority). Learn why this happens and practical, realistic 
things you can do.

See Dr. Kathy Koch’s speaker bio on page 8.

Legal Polygamy
   Todd Kangas

Holiday Inn - Truman Room

Peter gave instructions to men to live with their wives in an 
understanding way. Was he prophetic in knowing that women 
change during their life? Did he know that a newly married 
man was living with wife one of the seven he might encounter 
through their life-long marriage. In this presentation, Todd 
Kangas will share information on what a man needs to know 
to better love and understand his wife during each phase of 
marriage.

Todd Kangas has been married for 40 years to his wife Pat. 
They are parents of eight children ages 38 to 18, grandparents 
of nine, and homeschoolers for 30 years. Todd has served as 
president of Midwest Parent Educators, a homeschool support 
group of over 1,100 families for over 15 years. He is also con-
ference chairman of the annual MPE Homeschool Conference 
and Curriculum Fair attracting over 110 vendors and 1,200 
families. Pat is the heroine having taught eight children K-12. 
Six of her graduates have gone on to pursue additional educa-
tion leading to a doctorate coming in May, an MBA, an MSW, 
BS, EMT certificate and a BA.

The Financially Confident Homeschool Family
Wakefield Hare

Greater Than Financial
Holiday Inn - Pershing Room

Homeschooling is about handling your family’s resources well, 
particularly using your family’s time to ensure a quality educa-
tion and upbringing for your children. But how can you do that 
if you aren’t simultaneously making sure all your resources are 
being used to support your goals for your kids? That includes 
your time, but it also includes your money. This session will 
give you the tools to assess if your family is winning with your 
money and highlight the simple steps to improve.

Wakefield Hare is a Certified Financial Planner™ professional 
who operates Greater Than Financial, a Registered Investment 
Advisor in Savannah, MO where Wakefield, his wife, Sara, and 
their three children also live. Wakefield and Sara decided to 
homeschool their kids after considering the missed opportunity 
of sending their kids away from home most of every weekday 
and not being the primary people to help their children digest 
what they experience in this world. Wakefield has taught mul-
tiple personal finance courses to home-educated high school 
students and developed an online personal finance course.

Block 1
Saturday, 9-10 a.m.



Saturday Workshops

The Mystery of History – For All Ages!
Linda Hobar

The Mystery of History
Room A/B

Join Linda Lacour Hobar, author of the award-winning series, 
The Mystery of History, in discovering how to teach world 
history to the entire family. Using a “Chronological, Christian, 
Complete” approach, watch history come to life for younger, 
middle, and older students of all learning styles with hands-on 
activities, games, feasts, creative research, and much more. 
As a sample of the author’s writing style, and for inspiration, a 
passionate Gospel-driven overview of world history is included 
in this session.

See Linda’s speaker bio on page 9.

Homeschooling with Confidence: Missouri & 
Kansas Laws

Scott Woodruff
HSLDA

Room C

Knowing the ins and outs of your state’s homeschool laws will 
let you homeschool with confidence--and help you win if you 
get dragged into court! Scott Woodruff will draw from his 17 
years of advising Missouri and Kansas homeschool families. He 
will give you all you need to know so you can homeschool with 
confidence and withstand any challenge.

Scott Woodruff, a follower of Christ since 1971, earned his law 
degree from the University of Virginia. After working for John 
Ashcroft, and subsequently a major regional insurance com-
pany, Scott joined the HSLDA team in 1998. He has assisted 
thousands in dealings with social workers, police officers, tru-
ant officers, principals, superintendents, judges and prosecut-
ing attorneys, and has testified before many state legislatures 
to advance homeschool freedom. Scott now assists HSLDA 
members in Arkansas, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, 
Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, South Dakota, and Virginia.
Scott and Jane have three adult homeschooled children and a 
very special five-year-old.

Worldviews in Literature
   Daniel Schwabauer

One Year Adventure Novel
Room D/E

If analyzing literature makes your head swim, check out this 
poolside floatie. We’ll learn to take apart great books using 
a concept any high school student can grasp: the four layers 
of meaning. Students and teachers alike will benefit from this 
simple but profound approach to interpreting literature. Once 
the four layers are explained, you will wonder why your high 
school teacher didn’t explain books this way. And you’ll be able 
to separate a book’s message from its method.

Daniel Schwabauer holds a MA in Creative Writing from the 
University of Kansas. He is also the editor of Crosswind 
Comics and creator of The One Year Adventure Novel, 
Cover Story, and Byline writing programs for homeschool 
students. His professional work includes stage plays, radio 
scripts, short stories, newspaper columns, comic books, and 
scripting for the PBS animated series Auto-B-Good. Runt 
the Brave, Runt the Hunted, and The Curse of the Seer, 
his young adult novels from AMG Publishers, have received 
numerous awards, including the 2005 Ben Franklin Award for 
Best New Voice in Children’s Literature and the 2008 Eric Hof-
fer Award. He and his family make their home in Olathe, KS.

The Mission Minded Family…Teaching Your 
Children to Serve Others

Micah & Johanna Gelatt
Room F

Your home is a missionary outpost. Though you may never 
pack up your family and move to the African jungle, your 
family can be effective missionaries right in your own back-
yard. In fact that’s what families are designed to do. In this 
highly practical talk, the Gelatts will teach you how to foster a 
missional mindset in the hearts of your children, from toddlers 
to teens. They will also give you a toolbox of many ways that 
you can love, serve, and minister as a family in your neigh-
borhood and beyond. Regardless of your vocation, the Gelatts 
believe that every family can be a missional family. Using their 
trademark humor and over 15 years of ministry experience, 
they will teach you principles you can use to transform your 
family into a family that loves and serves others – a mission 
minded family.

Micah and Johanna Gelatt are homeschooling parents to 
seven energetic children. They are the founders of Open Door 
Refugee Ministries, a Christian outreach located in Kansas City, 
KS. They have homeschooled their children from the beginning 
and currently are raising their family on an urban farm that 
they affectionately call The Little Farm in the Big City. They 
love to share highly practical truths to encourage and equip 
other homeschooling families as they speak on marriage and 
parenting with much humor and lots of grace.

Block 2
Saturday, 9:15-10:15 a.m.



Eco-hysteria: A Scientist Examines the 
Environmentalist Movement

Dr. Jay Wile
Berean Builders

Ambassador Room

In this seminar, Dr. Wile discusses the facts related to the 
global warming debate that is currently raging in America. Dr. 
Wile does not engage in the emotional hysteria that typical-
ly surrounds this topic. Instead, he gives a cool, scientific 
appraisal of the environmental situation today and shows that, 
in fact, the global warming “crisis” is mostly an invention of 
extremists, not the consensus of the scientific community. As 
you listen to this seminar, you will be amazed at the distortions 
and lies that the environmental extremists and their willing 
accomplices in the media have reported!

See Dr. Jay Wile’s speaker bio on page 8.

Homeschooling Through Difficult Times – Hope 
When Life Gets Hard

Micah & Johanna Gelatt
Lobby/Courtyard

When life is going smoothly, our homeschooling usually follows 
the same path. In these moments, home education is a joy 
and a source of pleasure. But what happens when life hits us 
with difficult things? Whether it be sickness, depression, mar-
riage struggles, parenting a rebellious child, a move, the loss 
of a job, or a long list of similar things, our world is shaken 
when difficult times come. And as a result, this can steal the 
joy from our homeschooling and cause stress and frustration 
in our marriage and in our relationships with our children. Us-
ing their humor, personal experiences, and years in marriage 
and family ministry, the Gelatts will encourage your heart, 
equip your mind, and energize your soul in this workshop as 
they teach you several practical principles to stay afloat when 
you feel that you are drowning in life, homeschooling, or 
marriage.

Micah and Johanna Gelatt are homeschooling parents to 
seven energetic children. They are the founders of Open Door 
Refugee Ministries, a Christian outreach located in Kansas City, 
KS. They have homeschooled their children from the beginning 
and currently are raising their family on an urban farm that 
they affectionately call The Little Farm in the Big City. They 
love to share highly practical truths to encourage and equip 
other homeschooling families as they speak on marriage and 
parenting with much humor and lots of grace.

What Kids Need in a Dad
   Todd Kangas

Holiday Inn - Truman Room

An interesting study identifying why young adults are most 
likely to attend church after leaving the home points out an 
amazing insight. Malachi knew something when he wrote of 
how God was going to turn the hearts of children to their 
fathers and fathers to their children. You will need a smart 
phone to participate in this interactive session with prizes for 
the winners. Todd Kangas will share information on what are 
the most important needs a child has in relationship to the 
dad.

Todd Kangas has been married for 40 years to his wife Pat. 
They are parents of eight children ages 38 to 18, grandparents 
of nine, and homeschoolers for 30 years. Todd has served as 
president of Midwest Parent Educators, a homeschool support 
group of over 1,100 families for over 15 years. He is also con-
ference chairman of the annual MPE Homeschool Conference 
and Curriculum Fair attracting over 110 vendors and 1,200 
families. Pat is the heroine having taught eight children K-12. 
Six of her graduates have gone on to pursue additional educa-
tion leading to a doctorate coming in May, an MBA, an MSW, 
BS, EMT certificate and a BA.

Trekking Through Homeschool at the Kansas 
City Zoo

Dr. Teresa Randall & David Martinez
Kansas City Zoo

Holiday Inn - Pershing Room

Let the zoo be your fresh-air, nearby learning lab! Join us as 
we share homeschool zoo resources and experiences beyond 
the four walls of a traditional classroom.

Dr. Teresa Randall has a PhD in Environmental Science. She 
has taught college biology in addition to 12 years of informal 
conservation education. Teresa currently serves as the school 
outreach manager for the KC Zoo. She sits on numerous 
school advisory boards as well as STEM festival committees.

David Martinez has a BS in Biology and research certification. 
He has taught informal environmental education for 10 years 
and developed and taught classes for all ages and learning 
levels. David serves on the executive committee for Polar Edu-
cators International which focuses on narrowing the informa-
tion gap between polar scientists and educators.

Block 1
Saturday, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
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To Grade or Not to Grade: A Practical Workshop 
on Grades in Homeschool

Linda Hobar
The Mystery of History

Room A/B

Shaped by our personality types, grades have the power to 
motivate some and destroy others. Listen to Linda share the-
ories of grade keeping, as well as practical tips on keeping it 
simple. With Linda’s “real life” examples from the work of her 
own children, this session is designed to encourage newbies 
and veterans alike.

See Linda’s speaker bio on page 9.

Beginner’s Tips & Tricks 
Rose Gerringer

Room C

A session geared toward folks near the beginning of their 
homeschool journey. This session paints the big picture of 
how families accomplish academics and a whole lot more. You 
will leave with a list of resources to begin or enhance your 
homeschool adventure. This session is a repeat of the 
Beginner’s Tips and Tricks Presentation given Friday at 
10:30 a.m. in the Lobby/Courtyard.

Rose Gerringer began home educating her five children in 
1996. Her family now includes in-laws and grandkids as well 
as two high schoolers. Rose serves as the coordinator for the 
annual MPE Conference workshops.

Guidance for Homeschooling High School 
Students with Special Needs
   Krisa Winn

HSLDA
Room D/E

This workshop addresses some of the challenges associated 
with teaching struggling or atypical learners at home in the 
high school years. Do you have questions such as “How do 
I award my child with special needs a diploma”? or “What 
do I do since my child with dyslexia can’t read typical high 
school level material”? Krisa discusses alternative coursework, 
specialized curricula and learning materials, assistive technol-
ogy, transcript options, possible graduation guidelines, high 
school programs for special learners, post–high school options. 
She also offers tips for navigating the process of applying for 
testing accommodations for College Board tests.

See Krisa’s speaker bio on page 9.

Blogs, Businesses, & Other Breadmakers For 
Homeschool Families

Shanxi Omoniyi and Jennifer Merckling
Room F

We all know homeschooling is a full-time job, and the term 
“working mom” is a misnomer since every mom works! But 
more parents than ever before are juggling homeschool as 
well as another job. If you’re one of these families (or want 
to explore that option without sacrificing quality of life!), this 
workshop is for you. We’ll discuss various work positions com-
monly used among homeschoolers- like blogging- along with 
some benefits and challenges involved. MPE is also exploring 
the possibility of creating a support network for its members 
who own businesses. If you’re interested, make sure you get 
all the details here!

Shanxi Omoniyi is MPE’s online content director (and homes-
chool alumna!). She graduated from KU with journalism and 
English degrees. After several years as a newspaper copy 
editor and online content manager, she started her own digital 
marketing business, Wordspire Media.
 
Jennifer Merckling is a former elementary teacher and has 
been homeschooling her six kids for 14 years—she’s got three 
teens, a kindergartener, and 3-year-old miracle twins. In the 
middle of dishes, diapers, and laundry—you can find her blog-
ging about motherhood and homeschool life at jenmerckling.
com.
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Strong-Willed: A Focus on Solutions
Dr. Kathy Koch

Celebrate Kids, Inc.
Ambassador Room

Are you raising strong-willed children who always want their 
way? In this practical and encouraging session, we’ll examine 
why strong-willed children behave the way they do. Then sev-
eral strategies that can immediately improve your relationships 
and lead to peace will be clearly explained and demonstrated. 
More importantly, perhaps, strong-willed children will be more 
able to thrive when they learn first-time obedience through 
these strategies.

See Dr. Kathy Koch’s speaker bio on page 8.

The Birds and the Bees for Kids & How to 
Detect/Prevent Sexual Abuse

Dr. Ryan Darrow
Lobby/Courtyard

“Mommy, where did I come from?”
“Well honey, you see when a man and a woman love each 
other very much…(20 awkward minutes later) Do you have 
any questions?”
“Uhhhhh, yeah…my friend Gina said she came from Boston, 
where did I come from?”
It’s dangerous to wait for sexual education to be relegated to 
one brief conversation covering only the basic physiology of 
sex. So how does a well-meaning parent appropriately educate 
their child regarding human sexuality and at what ages does 
this take place? Furthermore, we’ll tackle the delicate subject 
of sexual abuse. We’ll learn how to protect our children and 
statistically navigate them to a place where categorically they 
have the least possible probability of experiencing abuse. We’ll 
learn the signs and symptoms of abuse and we’ll discuss what 
to do legally, ethically, scripturally, and emotionally if a child 
has been abused.

Dr. Ryan Darrow is the lead pastor of Overland Park First AG. 
He and his high school sweetheart Krystal were married in 
1997 and have three sons. Ryan has earned bachelor degrees 
in biblical studies and business management, a master degree 
in marriage and family therapy, and a doctorate in counseling 
psychology. He has been a college professor for 11 years and 
now teaches psychology at Johnson County Community Col-
lege. With over 13,000 clinical hours of therapy, Ryan brings 
a wealth of knowledge as a marriage and family therapist and 
child development specialist.

Why We Play: Homeschooling the Early Years
   Kellista Keaton

Holiday Inn - Truman Room

Those precious early years of homeschooling can be over-
whelming. Parents of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers may 
be juggling older children, jobs, households, and other things 
that make life feel hectic. It’s hard to know whether to start 
your preschooler on curriculum, what toys to buy, whether 
to choose a preschool or keep your child home, and how to 
fill those long days. In this session we will go over all these 
questions and also address how to create a warm home where 
playful learning and deep connections begin that will last a 
lifetime. Learn how to make lasting memories with your chil-
dren while establishing good habits that will support a lifetime 
of learning!

Kellista holds a MS in Early Childhood Education and is a grad-
uate of Ottawa University’s elementary education program. In 
2013, she left the Olathe school district and launched her own 
inquiry-based education program that serves the Kansas City 
metro area. She leads the Kansas City Project-Based Homes-
chooling group. Kellista and her husband of 10 years, Jimmy, 
unschool their two (awesome) special needs children. Through 
this method of schooling, her children have flourished. Both 
in her homeschool and education program, Kellista acts as a 
mentor, providing support and encouragement along the way.

Foundations for Learning: Practical Tips
Jean Wetherilt

PossAbilities
Holiday Inn - Pershing Room

Therapists with expertise in child development will share from 
their clinical experience about how movement and sensory 
processing facilitates the creation of brain pathways and con-
nections. It sounds complicated, but as we always say... “You 
are the expert of your child.” Learn new ideas to apply imme-
diately and enhance learning in your homeschool.

PossAbilities is a pediatric therapy center in Merriam, KS, 
offering therapy from highly-trained specialists in the fields of 
occupational therapy, speech therapy, and physical therapy. 
We love kids and it shows! Our highest value is the therapeutic 
relationship as we partner with kids and their families. Our 
family-centered clinic is easily accessible from highways, newly 
developing neighborhoods, parks and a library right next door! 
Kids quickly feel welcome in our indoor and outdoor senso-
ry-rich therapy environments.
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“The Good, the Bad, & the Ugly” of a Real 
Homeschool Family

Linda Hobar
The Mystery of History

Room A/B

Women, do you need to get real about homeschool and the 
joy and pain of life? Join Linda for this down-to-earth session 
on the up and down seasons of a real homeschool family. With 
17 years of homeschool experience, she will share “the good, 
the bad, and the ugly” with stories of what she did right, what 
she did wrong, and how she survived difficult times by God’s 
grace. (Sorry, but this session is not for husbands or students.)

See Linda’s speaker bio on page 9.

“Where’s My Keys? Find Your Book! Have You 
Seen Your Little Brother?!?!” 

Janelle Gaskell
Room C

Are you struggling with getting your ‘life’ in order? You aren’t 
alone! Being at home, tackling homeschooling AND still being 
the wife/mother can be overwhelming. Many of us can feel 
like we are just one camera crew away from appearing on 
some ‘organization disaster’ show! Let’s face it, it’s hard to 
find a way to teach through chaos, and it’s even harder to 
learn! You’ll be given some of the best organizational tips I 
have gathered from over a hundred different homeschooling 
families covering areas regarding our kitchens, schooling, and 
running our homes. It IS possible to climb out of that chaos 
and into calmness... Well, almost! :)

Janelle Gaskell, homeschooling mom of five, gives uplifting 
and, hopefully, humorous presentations on homeschooling and 
parenting throughout the KC Metro area. She is the current 
co-leader of the Lee’s Summit Home Educators group. Having 
two high school graduates, her family continues on their ho-
meschooling path with 16-year-old man-twins and a 10-year-
old son. Her prayer is that you are informed, challenged, and 
have a deeper understanding of the importance of being REAL 
with yourself on your homeschool journey while glorifying God 
in the process.

Calming Stormy Behavior
   Krisa Winn

HSLDA
Room D/E

Emotions that go from 0 to 100 in no time at all, little prob-
lems that turn into full blown meltdowns, tantrums that leave 
their mark on the rest of the day -- these behaviors and others 
are stressful to all involved and have derailed many a school 
day. In this session, you will discover practical ideas for teach-
ing your child self-regulation, explore ways to prepare your 
homeschool environment for success, and consider strategies 
to head-off difficult behaviors. You will leave with the resourc-
es needed to come alongside your student, and bring calm to 
otherwise stormy behavior.

See Krisa’s speaker bio on page 9.

Creating a Home-Life Rhythm: Roots, Shoots & 
Fruit

Shawna Ketter
Room F

Do you feel like you are getting nothing accomplished in your 
day? Have you tried different schedules and it just makes 
you feel behind? I can relate to this homeschool mom dilem-
ma. Join me as I share how creating a rhythm has brought 
freedom and joy into our homeschool days. Learn how rhythm 
is not the same as a schedule and how creating a predictable 
flow to your day can help bring peace and help you focus on 
your priorities. Define the roots, shoots, and fruit for your 
family and how a rhythm that works for you can define your 
family culture and the family legacy you want to impart. You 
will come away with the ability to create a flow to your days 
that allows for meaningful connections and cultivates healthy 
relationships.

Shawna Ketter is a homeschool mama to four spirited, creative 
children and wife to her best friend. The heart of their homes-
chool is raising kids that are “rooted” in God and who find joy 
in Him. Most days they are outdoors in God’s creation wonder-
ing and wandering while learning together. Her favorite and
the most refining part of homeschooling is the relationships 
they are building. Out of a desire to encourage families to 
make meaningful connections and explore outdoors she start-
ed a nature group called Wild + Free KC. She enjoys encour-
aging other moms in their unique homeschool journey.
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For the Sake of Others: Living a “One-Another” 
Lifestyle

Dr. Kathy Koch
Celebrate Kids, Inc.
Ambassador Room

Have you wished for an operation manual for you and your 
children? The Bible is it! The 41 “one-another” passages from 
the New Testament offer specific and practical instruction on 
how to relate to others and build character. Let’s learn the list 
and discover the pattern of one-another instruction in Scrip-
ture. What does it mean to honor, submit, greet, bear with, 
and not judge one another? Why should we?

See Dr. Kathy Koch’s speaker bio on page 8.

Sexuality: Living by God’s Design
Dr. Ryan Darrow

Lobby/Courtyard

The LGBTQIA+ agenda is both aggressive and intolerant. 
While most everyone desires to see our culture advance where 
there has historically been injustice and become more toler-
ant where there has been hatred, according to God’s word, 
we cannot accept a deliberate affront to the gospel no matter 
how important our culture deems the issue or how politically 
correct it may be. So, while we stand against many aspects of 
injustice; racial discrimination, sexism, poverty and even the 
most recent wave of brutality and hatred toward police (these 
are things we absolutely want to see change) we cannot 
stand for anything which contradicts the Word of God. This 
is why Paul reminded the church in Philippi in chapter 3 that 
our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In this workshop we’ll tackle the delicate 
subject of human sexuality. Scripturally, it’s an uncomplicated 
issue. Culturally, it takes some training to know how to handle 
attacks from those opposed to a scriptural standard and pro-
vide a gentle but well-informed apologetic of human sexuality 
according to God’s design.

Dr. Ryan Darrow is the lead pastor of Overland Park First AG. 
He and his high school sweetheart Krystal were married in 
1997 and have three sons. Ryan has earned bachelor degrees 
in biblical studies and business management, a master degree 
in marriage and family therapy, and a doctorate in counseling 
psychology. He has been a college professor for 11 years and 
now teaches psychology at Johnson County Community Col-
lege. With over 13,000 clinical hours of therapy, Ryan brings 
a wealth of knowledge as a marriage and family therapist and 
child development specialist.

The Benefits of Adding Performing Arts to Your 
Curriculum 
   Edna Wheeler

Greenleaf Performing Arts Academy
Holiday Inn - Truman Room

In the academic world, your child is receiving large amounts 
of information daily. A performing arts education (training in 
acting, dancing, singing and/or performing on an instrument) 
is a foundational way for students assimilate and express in-
formation and stories through their art form. In so doing, they 
internalize at a much deeper and memorable level. Come hear 
this panel of teens and parents share their stories! You too can 
watch your child grow from unsure to graceful, from fearful to 
friendly-fierce, from almost inaudible to powerful messenger! 
This workshop includes a Q & A time. 

Edna began teaching music lessons in 1991, directing theatre 
productions for youth in 1993, and founded Greenleaf Per-
forming Arts Academy in 1999. She has a background in Suzu-
ki piano and Kindermusik and a degree in Christian education. 
One of her favorite quotes by Shinichi Suzuki is “happiness 
develops ability.” Her goal for students at Greenleaf is not only 
that they attain excellence in skill, but also that they develop a 
love for the arts and a passion for serving others. When not at 
Greenleaf, Edna enjoys spending time with her husband David, 
their children, and their brand-new granddaughter.

Leadership Development for Teens
Mark Stenberg

Monarch Inventory Services
Holiday Inn - Pershing Room

This workshop focuses on the skills that are required to estab-
lish a strong foundation for principled leadership within your 
teenager. The best way to instill these skills in young adults is 
to put the skills into practice. We will demonstrate a one-of-a-
kind work program that will allow your teen to put these skills 
to practice on job assignments, by leading a group of their 
peers, and getting paid while doing so. The mission of the pro-
gram is to not only instill leadership development but also help 
teens build résumés that reflect these skills to set them apart 
from their peers and create competitive advantages for them 
as they pursue college scholarships, post-high school intern-
ships, and jobs while attending college or trade school. With 
over five years of history, the benefits of the program have 
far exceeded everyone’s expectations, and we look forward to 
sharing more about it with you.

Mr. Stenberg graduated from Kansas State University with a BS 
and MS in Mechanical Engineering. Early in his career, Mr. Sten-
berg left “corporate America” to pursue entrepreneurial interests 
in business acquisitions, business startups, and real estate. In 
2010, he acquired a struggling inventory company founded in 
1985, Monarch Inventory Services, and transformed it into a 
healthy, thriving company. In 2013, Monarch created an innova-
tive youth leadership program called “Leaders of Tomorrow.” It 
began with a small class of six teenagers. Today, the program 
has grown to three classes and over 30 students, with tangible 
benefits recognized by those who’ve graduated.
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Modern Science: A Product of Christianity
Dr. Jay Wile

Berean Builders
Room A/B

One of today’s popular myths is that science and religion are 
incompatible. People who promote this myth obviously don’t 
know the history of science, as today’s modern science is a 
direct result of Christianity. In this talk, Dr. Wile demonstrates 
how medieval Christianity provided not only the metaphysical 
assumptions necessary for science to flourish, but also the 
institutional support that science needed to progress. He also 
shows that in countries where the medieval Christian church
did not have a strong presence, science could not advance. 
Along the way, he destroys several other myths, such as the 
nonsensical idea that the medieval Christian church thought 
the earth was flat.

See Dr. Jay Wile’s speaker bio on page 8.

Parents of Struggling Learners Panel 
Jean Wetherilt

Room C

Gather with other parents to share ideas about how to choose 
learning materials and/or modify a curriculum program for 
children of various stages. Ideas for fellowship, service proj-
ects, and classes will also be discussed.

Jean Wetherilt, OTR/L, is a pediatric occupational thera-
pist specializing in the treatment of children of all ages with 
various challenges. Jean lives in Prairie Village, KS, with her 
husband of 35 years. They have two adult children who were 
homeschooled. She is currently the special needs /struggling 
learners resource coordinator for Midwest Parent Educators 
and is passionate about the role of parents in the therapy and 
education of their children. Jean is founder and owner of Pos-
sAbilities Pediatric Therapy located in Merriam, KS.

Parenting through the Middle Years
   Bill Ward

Room D/E

“Something has gone wrong. My child used to be mostly hap-
py but has become disobedient and angry. I don’t know what 
to do!” Have you ever felt like this? Come and listen as Bill and 
Karen Ward share their parenting story that went from frustra-
tion to success. Learn why right parenting requires biblical vi-
sion, parental unity, and learning to correct common mistakes. 
Come away with practical strategies that will increase your 
confidence and wisdom for parenting. Learn to transition your 
parenting practices through the stages of discipline, training, 
and coaching. Dads and moms, you are encouraged to attend 
this session together!

Bill and Karen Ward homeschooled their five children through 
high school while living in Nebraska, Colorado, and Missouri. 
All in their 20s now, their children are serving God in various 
vocations in the Kansas City area. Bill and Karen are passion-
ate about sharing a vision for teaching and training children in 
the ways of the Lord and believe homeschooling is a powerful 
vehicle for the Christian discipleship of the next generation. 
Together, they have taught parenting and marriage classes for 
over 20 years.

Adventure in Creation: Unplugging & 
Reconnecting

Craig & Shawna Ketter
Room F

Throughout all of history, the wilderness has been a special 
place for God to transform people’s hearts. Join us to hear 
how leading your family on adventures in God’s creation allows 
space for rest, recuperation, reconnection, and recreation 
together. Ultimately transforming your hearts and drawing you 
closer together and to the Lord. Learn ways to cultivate awe 
and wonder in your homeschool/family life, learn the benefits 
of unplugging and spending time outside, create a mission 
statement to help your “team” thrive, learn how a culture of 
sharing stories and creating “stones of remembrance” can 
bring you closer together and how saying “yes” to the adven-
ture of intentional time together with the Lord can change 
your family’s spiritual heritage for many generations to come. 
God has an adventure for your family to “grow roots into Him 
and let your lives be built on Him.”

Craig and Shawna Ketter are adventurers at heart! They 
appreciate the challenges, fun, and opportunities for growth 
that exist in God’s creation with their family. Their greatest 
adventure is following God in the mundane with their four 
children. Their family’s mission is central to the atmosphere 
of their homeschool – trust in the Lord and “be like a tree,” 
deeply rooted in His word and fruitful for His glory. Through a 
passion and burden God has put on their hearts, He is birthing 
a ministry called Rooted Wilderness Camp & Farm where they 
hope to see Gospel transformation take place in hearts and 
relationships for the Glory of God.
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